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We give up a great deal of room toa full report of the 
trial of Richard Lawrence, for an attempt to assassinate 
the president of the United States—and especially for 
the reason that the case, highly interesting for present 
reading, will be very often referred to. There is a 
chain of clear and undoubted testimony of the insanity of 
this individual—and we are glad of it; for we would not 
have it believed that any one would be so base as thus to 
attempt the president’s life. In the first moments of the 
excitement caused by the act of Lawrence, great allow- 
ances should be made—but how abominable and wicked 
does the verdict of the jury, (out only five minutes), 
make the subsequent proceedings of certain persons ap- 
pear—the swearers and their akc Actions ought to 
he instituted against these. ‘There never was a case that 
deserved punishment more. 

Late foreign news will be found under the proper head. 

A large quantity of matter, prepared for the present 
sheet, is postponed—especially relating to roads and ca- 
nals, and improvements in the arts and manufactures. 
Indeed, it is difficult to keep pace with such things. We 
hope that the people will not ‘‘run wild’’—for the pre- 
sent season of prosperity must, in its course, give way to 
a season of adversity. More business has been transact- 
ed in our cities this spring than ever before was known, 
except just after the last war—which caused a mighty 
“smashing.” Every thing is on the high pressure prin- 
ciple just now—in the east and the west, the north and 
the south, and a collapse must take place. 

The spirit of incendiarism clearly shewed itself in 
Baltimore,on Monday night last. A light was observed in 
an auction store, (situate in a solid block of buildings), 
at about 9 o’clock—which, being unusual, the doors were 
forced; when it was discovered that a candle was placed 
soas to set fire to sundry combustibles, such as straw, 
&e. and which had actually commenced—and, in a few 
moments, would have been past putting out! On the lid 
ofa box of candles, (which had been opened to take the 
one that was burning), was found a Lucifer match with 
which the candle was lighted! After which the person 
escaped through a trap door into the cellar, and from 
thence by the yard, &c. 

As there are no robberies or pickings of pockets com- 
mitted—it is difficult to account for these things; and it 
peerts that the same spirit has shewn itself at Philadel- 
phia. 

It is stated that a young man aged about 19 years, has 
bgen arrested for cutting the hose at the late fire in Bal- 
timore. The testimony against him was positive. He 
was committed for the fine. It is hoped that this may 
lead to important discoveries. 


A bill has passed both branches of the legislature of 
Pennsylvania, authorising the construction of a canal 
from the termination of the Pennsylvania canal, at Co- 
lumbia, to the Maryland line; which is, in fact, to the 
tide—there being a canal already made within the state 
of Maryland. This canal is to be private property, at 50 
dollars per share, and books to be opened to receive sub- 
scriptions, &c. It passed the senate two to one, and the 
house of representatives 57 against 26. 

_ The Philadelphians believe that this canal will throw 
into the lap of Baltimore, a large share of the profits of 
the public works—and have, in town meeting and by their 
city councils, so said. We do not suppose that this will 
be the case. It will simply, in our opinion, give to com- 
modities descending the Susquehannah their natural di- 
rection to the tide—from whence, by the Chesapeake and 

laware canal, or to Baltimore, they will seek a mar- 


rect—whether at Philadelphia, or in this city. The very 
large majorities by which the bill passed, (and in oppo- 
sition to the wishes of the members from Philadelphia, 
&c.), shews that such was the opinion of the legislature 
of the state. 

The gold coined during the month of March was 
$123,000—and there remained at the mint $445,650. 
Deposited in the month—bullion 247,870—U. S. coins 
of former standard 32,050—foreign coins 8,250. 


The trip from Philadelphia to Baltimore was made, ort 
Wednesday last, in eight hours. ‘This seems fast enough 
—but it will be made in less time! 

The Chesapeake and Ohio canal is doing a large busi- 
ness just now. The first boat laden with corn has ar- 
rived at Washington, with 359 bafrels. 

The Baltimore Gazette institutes a comparison be- 
tween the business of the Columbia rail road, the great 
thoroughfare to the west from Philadelphia, and the Bal- 
timore and Ohio, which has the same relation to Balti- 
more—but the week of the former ends on the 2d, and 
that of the latter on the 11th April. They should have 
had the same period of time. The bbws & however, is 
as follows: 

Comparative transportation on the two rail roads, viz: 

















Excess of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road, viz: 
tons. cwt. ¢- ' 





Dry goods, &c. 467 3 
Coal : 67 6 2 90 
Total 534 10 O 16 


The following shews the business, in the amount of 
tolls and passenger-money received, on the Baltimore 
and Ohio rail road, for the same week: 


From tonnage eastwardly $3,050 71 
sd “Sh westwardly 2,357 84 
———— $5,408 55 
1,311 passengers 1,506 91 
$6,915 46 


We observe that a portion of the Sandy and Beaver 
canal—to connect Pittsburgh w.ch the Ohio state canal— 
will be let to contractors-on the 12th of May ensuing. 
The line comprehended within the lettings embraces a 
distance of fifteen miles. This work will be pushed to 
its completion. 


The internal trade of the United States is by far the 
most important branch of our commerce. A writer in 
the Portland Advertiser, recommending the construction 
of rail roads in various directions from that town, says: 

‘‘Few are aware how great is the amount of travel and trans- 





ket—as circumstances, or the wishes of parties, may di- 
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portation between the towns of our own country. The tonnage 
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Articles, Columbia R. R. B. and O. R. R. 
Eastwardly. 
tons. cwt. qr. tb. tons. cwt. gr. lb. 
Flour 6S 183 8 780 17 2 #7 
Iron 34 9 0 8 80 0 0 2 
Other articles 157 0 2 6 309 18 0 19 
Total 286 11 O 2 1,170 15 3 0O 
Excess of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road, viz: 
tons. cwt. qr. lb. 
Flour 685 15 3 Q7 
[ron 45 10 3 @ 
Other articles 152 17 2 13 
Total 8838 4 2 6: 
Westwardly. 
tons. cut. qr. 7 tons. cut. qr. lb. 
Dry goods, groce- 
ties, &c, 390 6 O 18 857 9 3 6 
Coal | a es. a ae ee 
Total 4200 6 O 18 954 16 1 6 
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of domestic arrivals in New York is three times nearly the ton- 
nage of foreign arrivals. The tonnage passed and repassed at 
one lock of the Erie canal in the business season of seven and 
a half months, exceeded the entire tonnage, foreign and domes- 
tic, which entered and cleared at the New York custom house 
in 1833.°? 


The house of representatives of Pennsylvania has re- 
fused, 54 to 87, to concur with the senate, in a proposi- 
tion to repeal the bill of the last session establishing a 
general system of education, but have passed another bill 
simplifying its provisions. 

An anchor has been made for the Pennsylvania, (on 
the stocks at Philadelphia), which weighs e/even thou- 
sand six hundred and sixty-nine pounds—and the chain 
cable to which this anchor will be attached, weighs ¢hirty- 
Jive thousand five hundred pounds! 


Four hundred and thirty-two passengers left Philadel- 
phia, in the rail road line, for New York, on a certain 
moruing in the present week. 

Dr. Sutherland, a member of congress from Pennsy]- 
vania, being at Harrisburgh, and contradicting something 
asserted by Mr. Baker, of the senate, (in his place), 
in a dictatorial manner—the latter left his place, and 
struck the doctor severely, which he did not resent: and 
Messrs. McElwee and Stevens, members of the house, 
have had some hard words, in consequence of the former 
having challenged Messrs. Stevens and Ayres to ‘‘mortal 
combat!” <A letter from Harrisburgh says—‘*The habit 
of dictating to the members from Philadelphia, is 
so strong with the doctor, that he could not regard the 
warning given hy Mr. Baker some days since, when he 
declared that he would not suffer the insults of persons 
in the galleries,” 

We have some fine specimens of the doings of party, 
in Pennsylvania—but must, at least, postpone them. 
There is an address, however, signed by Z. Herbert, 
George Brown and Andrew G. Miller, to the ‘*Demo- 
cratic republicans of Adams county,” that contains a let- 
ter which is so characteristic of ‘‘the party” in Pennsyl- 
vania, that we cannot refrain from giving ita place. It 
is from Henry Buehler, a son-in-law of gov. Wolf, as is 
stated, and addressed to certain officers—as follows: 
Letter from Henry Buehler to George Ziegler, esq. prothonotary, 

J. L. Fuller, esq. attorney at law, or William N. Irvine, esq. 

Gettysburgh, Adams county, Pa. 

(Private and confidential. ) 
Harrishurgh, March 2, 1835. 

Dear sir: It has just been ascertained that the Muhlenberg 
men have had second sets of delegates elected to the 4th of March 
convention from Bucks, Lycoming, &c. Their object is to leave 
the decision on the admission of the minority delegates to Adams, 
Montgomery, Chester, Lebanon, Dauphin, &c. and thus let 
them all in and cheat governor Wolf out of the nomination. 
The only course ieft, therefore, for the democrats, is to take up 
their own weapons, dirty as they are, and break their heads 
with their own club. All the disputed counties are to stand 
aside, and leave the undisputed counties to settle the question. 
Now the real interests of the party require that you should at 
Once get up a second set of delegates from Adams, and thus de- 
stroy the vote of the delegates on the admission question—and 
you are accordingly requested, at once, to convene a meeting 
of a few of our friends, (HALF A DOZEN WILL DO), appoint a 
chairman and secretary, and then offer a resolution, appointing 
any three men you have confidence in, as delegates to the de- 
mocratic convention to meet here on the 4th, to represent Adams 
county, and send them over. It is taken for granted, that you 
will have but little trouble in making this arrangement. 

The travelling expenses, &c. of the delegates, should you find 
difficulty in getting persons to come, please pay and I will re- 
fund. The delegates should be at Sourbeck’s brick tavern, at 
the end of the Harrisburgh bridge, by nine o’clock on Wednes- 
day morning, the 4th inst.—there they will find a person who 
will explain the circumstances of the case. It is of course de- 
sirable that you should confide this matter to but few, and that 
in strict confidence. It may not be necessary for the delegates to 
g° into convention at all, and if so, this circumstance of appoint- 
ng asecond set will never be known. We only want to have 
the delegates here, if they are found necessary to foil the artful 
designs of the enemy. Please write by the bearer what we may 
depend upon. You had better keep the bearer until you have 


delegates appointed; and then send him off with a letter con- 


taining the particulars, so that he can get here any time on 
Tuesday night. 


back by the bearer. 


Please also seal up this letter again and send it 
The bearer knows nothing at all about 
this business at your plaee, nor need he; all he has got to do is 


———= 
to deliver this letter, and receive your answer, tor which you 
can make him wait. Respectfully and truly yours, . 


H. Borner, 
Our arrangements are such, that if you keep out the vox of 
the ddams delegates, we are safe. 
The delegates should bring along the proceedings of the mee. 
ing that appointed then, signed by the chairman and secretary, 
[A true copy.] 


Extract from Mr. Fuller’s reply to Mr. Buehler. 

All of my answer to Mr. Buehler that is important is contain. 
ed in the following extract, dated 2d March, 1835: 

“In the nomination of Muhlenberg there is danger: in Wo)p, 
still more. Our only safety is inathird man. And | cannot 
comply with your request for two reasons: First, | cannot, yp. 
on reflection, think of six men in the town and county that 
would act in this matter; and secondly, [ think it politically anq 
morally dishonest.”? Yours, &c. J. L. Fuurer, 

Forty-four indictments have been found by the grand 
jury of the United States circuit court, in New Jersey 
against persons belonging to Barnegat, for plunder; 
from the wrecks of vessels recently stranded on that 
coast; among those indicted were two justices of the peace 
residing in the county of Monmouth. 


We have several times spoken of the invaluable sey. 
vices of Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohic—who is always ut his 
post, earnestly, and in a few words, calling the house of 
representatives of the United States to business, being 
himself always in advance with his own. A correspon- 
dent of the New York ‘‘Evening Star” says of him. 

“Elisha Whittlesey looks just the same sober, sedate, business 
man he has ever been; and many a widow and orphan, ang 
poor old soldier, were they aware of 1, would litt up their 
prayers to heaven, for its blessing On the industrious, indefai- 
gable chairman of the committee of claims.”? 


In Frederick county, (Maryland), alms house, 376 
persons were admitted from April 1834 to April 1835— 
of these 85 were Americans, and two Aundred and nine. 
tu-one foreigners—to wit: 200 Irish, 86 Germans, 4 Eng- 
lish, and 1 Polander. 


The Cambridge (Md.) Chroniele says: **We nnder- 
stand two foreign purchasers of negroes, Stubbs & Bay- 
ly, partners, who have been some time residing at New 
Market, in this county, were last evening committed to 
jail for kidnapping, they having been unable to give the 
bail required,” 

The governor of Kentucky has appointed the honora- 
ble Thomas A. Marshall, an associate judge of the court 
of appeals of that state, in the place of John Chambers, 
esq. who declined the appointment. Mr. M. has beens 
representative in congress from that state for the last 
four years. 

Robert P. Letcher, esq. a member of the last congress 
from Kentucky, declines a re-election. 

The legislature of Massachusetts was prorogued until 
the 2d of September, after an arduous session of 13 
wecks. It will meet with a view toa revision of the 
statute laws. 

The house of delegates of Louisiana, have passed a 

bill to appoint a reporter to both branches of the legisla- 
ture, who is to attend by himself, or a deputy every day, 
and is to ‘‘make a fair and impartial report of the daily 
proceedings, including a full and fair report of the de- 
bates,”’? which are to be published in French and English. 
He is to receive a salary of $2,500. The part of this 
law which will be doubtless most acceptable to the edi- 
tors, is that which requires the stenographer to be the 
publisher of a paper. 
The election for mayor and city councils of New York 
has just been concluded. There was only one candidate 
for mayor, Mr. Lawrence; and the great matter in dis- 
pute was, a supply of pure and wholesome water. The 
returns are not yet received. 


A complete return is not received of the result of the 
election in Connecticut—but this is certain, that the 
friends of the administration have carried all before 
them, by a majority of about 2,500 votes, and that both 
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jouses of the legislature have the same political charac- 


ter. 
VIRGINIA ELECTIONS.—FROM THE WHIG. 
1834, 1835. 
Van Buren.* Anti. Van Buren. Anti. 


Albemarle sececeseeeeeeee 2 0 0 2 
Chesterfield. seceeees coda 1 0 1 
Pranklin.eccceeceeveseesencl l l 1 
Frederick veeeeeeeeeereeees 3 0 2 1 
GIOUCESLET oe cece eeeeeeees -0 1 0 1 
Greensville weseecee veces i 0 1 0 
Henrico (contested) .......0 1 1 0 
Jsle of Wight... seceees 1 0 1 0 
Morgan.eceeees soccccescced 0 0 1 
NOUOWAY- cece ceseereeees 0 l 1 0 
pyowhatan (doubtful)...... l 0 1 0 
princess AUNE.....46 ooes® 1 0 1 
Prince William...eeeee. eel 0 l 0 
Rockbridge ....++.- ecceeees 1 0 2 
Spotsylvania Tee rr ree re 0 1 0 
SUSSEX. eeeeeeeecees escccce 1 0 1 0 

14 7 ll 10 


[We have returns from several other counties, but do not 
know how to place them, in comparison—such as Loudoun, 
Nansemond, Berkeley and King & Queen, which are all whigs.] 

Mr. Archer’s retirement. 

To the electors of the congressional district composed of the 
counties of Powhatan, Nottoway, Chesterfield, Goochland 
and Amectia. 

Gentemen—The result of the two elections which have tak- 
en place in the district, confirming other indications, leaves me 
no doubt that a majority of you condemn the course L have pur- 
sued as your representative, on the important questions which 
are at present agitating the public mind—I could not expect in 
these circumstauces, to obtain the suffrages of this portion of 
vou for re election, and ought not to desire it if I could, as no- 
thing could induce me, to renounce, or qualify in any manner, 
the opinions that divide us. It only remains for me, therefore, 
to announce to you my withdrawal from a farther prosecution 
of the canvass, which it is the purpose of this brief address to 
do. 

Having held, for so long a period the place of your represen- 
tative, it has been my earnest wish, to be enabled before my 
separation from it, to give some decisive evidence that I have 
not been wholly undeserving of the trust. This wish I must 
use the frankness to tell you, that [ think [I have accomplished, 
in the conduct which has incurred the disapproval of so many 
of you; the manifestation that [ would abide inflexibly by my 
sense (however it might be mistaken) of what I owed to the 
constitution of my country, even at the expense of your favor. 

Liender you gentlemen, in taking this final leave, the pro- 
per acknowledgments for your past confidence. Your obt. ser- 
vant, &c. Wm. 8S. ARCHER. 


1 el 


The expenses of paving in the city of New Orleans 

last year, was $264,030 00 
The city watch COSt....eeeceeecececee ees 41,839 SI 
Lighting,....cccccvcccccscccccccccecces sD, 300 76 
Cleaning the City,...ceeeeeeececceseeee + +14,390 64 
Among the receipts, we notice licenses for 

dram shops, billiards, &c.........++....+ 58,059 00 


The cholera is said to prevail at Marseilles—and the 
deaths to be about forty a day. We do not remember 
seeing it noticed that it now rages any where else. 


Charles Hammond, esq. editor of the Cincinnati Ga- 
zette, is writing a life of general Jackson. It will be 
ready for the press in the course of a few months. 


—_- 


The Western Carolinian states that gen. 22. .M. Saun- 
dershas been appointed superintendent of the branch 
mint, to be located at Charlotte, North Carolina. 

The Globe has heretofore announced Martin Gordon, 
tobe appointed superintendent of the branch mint at 
New Orleans. 


—— 


_ The amount of duties which accrued at the port of N. 
York during the year 1834, was $10,185,152 
Amount of value of imports for same period 76,875,365 
Value of do. for 1833 60,944, 400 
Excess in 1834 $15,930,965 

Showing an increase in the amount of goods imported 
at that port, of more than 25 per cent. in one year, and 
that a year of unusual mercantile embarrassment. 


a 





“As shewn by the vote against, or for Mr. Leigh. 


At a meeting held at Albany, in the evening of the 9th 
inst. 42 delegates to the Baltimore convention were ap- 
pointed. Other states are moving in this subject. 

We learn from Woodbury, Gloucester county, New 
Jersey, that 12 office holders aud 3 of the people, met 
and appointed delegates to the Baltimore convention. 
This county bas 5,000 voters. This is pretty nearly 
equal to Mr. Buehler’s project in Pennsylvania. 

Gov. Poindexter left Philadelphia on the 10th inst. for 
Natchez. 

Bell’s Messenger, of the 18th ult. states that the whole 
Liverpool coast is strewed with wrecks of different ves- 
sels, owing to the heavy gales lately prevalent. Men, 
women and children, all along the coast, were in a state 
of constant intoxication from rum, which had been cast 
at their doors by the winds and waves. 

Sir Samuel Whalley, in the British house of commons, 
in alluding to the threatened dissolution of parliament, 
quoted the words of the lord keeper to Charles J—**Your 
majesty may dissolve it, but another swarm will come of 
the same hive.” 

Mr. Barron said: ‘*He would banish the bats and the 
owls from the temples of the British constitution and the 
rats too (great laughter). He would place the Irish wolf- 
dog in its noble attitude of stern and dignified defence 
on the outside, the English lion within, and the eagle of 
free commerce to pounce down upon those who should 
dare attempt to desecrate it (cheers and laughter). 

Mr. Kearsley said the honorable member who had last 
spoken had called up an angel he believed from below. 
He wished that he and the tag-rag and bob-tail would go 
down again and sup with him (immense roars of laugh- 
ter). 

The present emperor of Austria is represented as be- 
ing nearly an idiot. The former emperor, lately deceas- 
ed, was a foo]—as is shown by the general character of 
his life, and especially in the following: 

It is related of the emperor Francis, just deceased, that on 
coming from the theatre in Vienna, after having been much 
pleased with a piece represented for the first time, in which 
there were some strong political allusions, he said—‘*Well, I’m 
glad | went to the theatre to-night and saw this piece, for I sup- 
pose they'll forbid it to be repeated.’? 

A powder manufactory at Zacatecas, Mexico, blew up 
on the 20th of February, by which accident 25 men and 
17 women employed in it were killed, and 15 persons 
wounded, three of them dangerously, 


The following shews an account of the state of health 
in Jiberia. It is an extract of a letter from J. F. C. 
Finley, dated October 6, 1834— 

As Mr. Pinney and myself were walking a week @r two ago 
through the upper end of Caldwell, (which extends six miles 
down the Pauls and Stockton) he commenced making inquiries 
at every house about the number in the family when they came 
oul? How many had died? How many now sick? &c. The 
answers to which [ now give. 

[Then follows a list of 11 families, consisting of 86 
persons, in which 6 have died since the parties came out 
in 1852, and 10 were then sick]. 


In the house of lords on the 17th ult. in answer toa 
question by earl Mulgrave, earl Aberdeen said it was 
with great pleasure that he could inform the house, that 
the working of the negroes under the new system was 
most satisfactory. (Hear, hear). The governor of Ja- 
maica had the most sanguine hopes that the emancipation 
bill would fully answer the expectations of its promoters. 
(Hear). 

American stocks at London, March 20. New York 
fives, 1845, 104, sellers; do. sixes, 1845, 103-4; Penn- 
svylvania fives, 1850, 100; 1854, 101; 1856, 1014; 1858, 
102; 1860, 1023; 1862, 103; Ohio fives, 1850, 113-14; 
Louisiana fives, (Baring’s) 1844 to 1852, 101, 1014-4; 
Mississippi sixes, 1861 to 1871, 109@1094; Alabama 





fives, 1863, 97@974; Indiana fives, 1864, 964; Florida 
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sixes, 1857 to 1863, 1024; U. S. bank shares £21 15s. to 
£22; Louisiana state £26; bank of Louisiana, £27; New. 
Orleans canal and banking co. £21 10s.; New York Life 
and Trust certificates of deposite, 95. 

French funds, March 18. Five per cents. 107,45; 


four per cents. 96,90; three per cents, 80,35; bank 
shares, 1850. 


Sir Robert Gill, an English baronet, who, having se- 
duced a poor girl, advised her to hang herself, or read 
her Bible, just as she liked, has been ordered, by Wil- 
liam the fourth, to sell his place in the royal household 
and ‘‘clear.”” This love of morality manifested by the 
quondam friend of Mrs. Jordan, must be quite pleasing 
to John Bull. It shews ‘‘reform. ” 

The state of Mexico, Peru, &c. are about as unpro- 

itious as their worst enemies can desire that they should 

- Weare forced to confess our beliet—that the inha- 
bitants of them are incapable of self-government, and 
must have a master. 


coeliac 


EXPENDITURES OF THE GOVERNMENT. The following 
authentic statement of the expenditures of the govern- 
ment from 1823 to 1833, inclusive, (the last being the 
latest year to which the accounts were fully made up) is 


' appended to the documentary edition of Mr. Calhoun’s 


report upon the growth of executive patronage: 
Statement of the expenditures for the support of the go- 
vernment of the United States, (including payments on 
account of pensions, and exclusive of payments on ac- 
count of the public debt), from the year 1823 to the year 
1833. 
Year. Amount. 
1823. ee crececercercsees -H9,7 84,154 59 
UBD. cece scccceccceesel0,328,144 71 
1825... cecccececeeccees 01,490,359 94 
1826. 2 ee eeeeeeeece cece +13,062,316 27 
Bl anccccncesccaceiccecs li GhnOns. 65 
18QB. oo se cccceccees cess 013,296,041 00 
1829.2 ceeceerecceecsees o12, 690,459 70 
1830. 2 ce eceeccceccce ee 013,229,533 30 
RR 
Binaeshanseeesesssecatehaeee OF 
Mas xte'n cn sc 0ve ccc cu iQres Ml 


Scnoois or Massacnvusetts. The Boston Patriot furnish- 
es some interesting information in relation to the schools of the 
bay state. It appears that by a resolve of the legislature adopt- 
ed in March last, returns were required to be made from the 
several towns showing the condition of the schools, and on the 
3lst of December last, returns had been received from 26} 
towns, and there remained at that time 44, by which none had 
been made. In these 261 towns, there were 2,251 school dis- 
tricts: and the number of male children attending school be- 
tween four and sixteen years of age, was 67,499, and of female 
children 63,728. The number of persons between the ages of 
sixteen and twenty-one, returned as unable to read and write, 
was 158. There were in these districts 1,967 male, and 2,388 
female instructors. The amount raised by taxes for the sup- 
port of schools in these towns was $310,178, and by contribu- 
tion $15,141; and the estimated amount paid for tuition in aca- 
demies and private schools was $276,575. The average num- 
ber of scholars attending academies and private schools was 
$24,749. The amount of the local funds is about $127,000, and 
there are funds invested in real estate, the amount of which is 
not stated. In those cases, where only the income is given, 
the aggregate amount is about $2,800 per annum.. From the 
above returns, it appears that the number of scholars in the 
common and private schools and academies is 158,076, and the 
amount annually expended $601,895. [ Penn. Ing. 





Bank or Enstanp. The London Times says—The 
usual monthly average return of the assets and liabilities 
of the bank of England, embracing the period from 18th 
November, 1834, to the 10th Feb. results as compared 
with the 18th of November, on the 10th, a decrease in 
the circulation of £595,000; a decrease in the deposites 
of £134,000; a decrease in the securities of £656,000; 
and a decrease in the stock of bullion of £88,000. 
But the true state of things is as follows: The real 
actual increase in the circulation is £261,000 instead 
of a decrease of £595,000 as résulting from the return. 
The real actual decrease in the deposites is £150,000 in- 
stead of £134,000 as resulting from the return. There 
is a real actual increase in the securities of £276,000 in- 


ee 


stead of a decrease of £656,000, as resulting from the 
return; and the real actual decrease in the stoek of buL 
lion is £144,000 instead of £88,000, as resulting from 
the return. Wherefore, as a final and colleetive result, 
it appears that the total actual increase in the liabilities, 
as compared with November, is £111,000, and this re. 
presents the total actual increase in the quantity of mo. 
ney in so far as regards the administration of the eurrep. 
cy by the bank of England. 


lO Bienen 


FOREIGN NEWS. : 
From Havre papers to the 16th March, inclusive. 
FRANCE. 

The new organization of the ministry was complete. The 
following is the official arrangement as published in the Moni- 
teur of the 13th March: 

The due de Broglie is secretary for foreign affairs, in place of 
M. de Rigny—and president of the council in place of the duc 
de ‘Treviso. 

Marshal Maison, now minister at St. Petersburgh, is named 
minister of war. Until his return, the count de Rigny holds 
this post ad interim. 

Messrs. Humann,: Thiers, Guizot, Dupin, Persil and Ducha- 
tel, retain their offices. 

Considerable difficulty existed in bringing about this arrange- 
ment. M. Thiers was ready, dt one time, to resign, but yield- 
ed to the solicitations of about 200 members of the chamber of 
deputies, who assured him it. was the desire of a majority in 
that body that Ke should retain office. 

The French papers are filled with speculations upon the new 
arrangement, and particularly upon the elevation of M. de 
Broglie. It will be recollected that he resigned last year, be. 
cause the bill for paying America the 25,000,000 franes, was re- 
jected by the chambers, and it seems to be pretty generally 
conceded that bis appointment auguss favorably to the passage 
of the bill, which will again be presented to the chambers by 
him; and, it is added, that should it be rejected, that not only 
the duc de Broglie, but the whole of the ministers will reiire. 
The difficulty of forming the present cabinet it is said will, also, 
tend much to insure the passage of the bill,as the chambers 
will be unwilling to assume the responsibility of another disso- 
lution, and that their temper is unfavorable to any further 
change in the ministry. 

- The letters and passengers brought by this arrival, al} speak 

the same language; but one opinion, which is, that the Ameri 
can indemnities bill will pass. One of thé letters received from 
Paris says that the duc de Broglie refused to accept the position 
in the ministry which be holds, until it had been ascertained, 
beyond all doubt, that this bill would pass; and that, to satisfy 
him, the opinions of members were canvassed, the result of 
which was, that there would be a majority of between 120 and 
130 in favor of the measure. Another letter says, that the com- 
mittee who have charge of the question will report unanimously 
in favor of the bill, probably the following week, and thatit 
would pass without difficulty. 


The first speech of Mr. Adams on French affairs had ocea- 
sioned great excitement in Paris; the receipt, however, of his 
explanation has completely quieted it.* , 

The breaking up of the late ministry did not arise out of the 
American indemuities, so much as by the more distracting pro- 
position relative to the political offenders now imprisoned 
under a charge of attempting an insurrection at Lyons in April, 
1834. There are about 200 of these men untried, and it has 
been proposed to extend an act of amnesty in the case. The 
difficulty seems to be a question of power—whether, if an act 
of oblivion be granted, it shall require the sanction of the legis- 
lative branch of the government, or be dispensed by the power 
residing in the king. The prerogative claimed by Louis Phil- 
lippe, under the charter which grew out of the revolution of 
July 1830, has excited the jealousy not only of the members of 
the chamber, but of the ministry, and is said to be one of the 
principal causes of dissention among the latter. The king '8 
charged with an intent to rule as well as reign—and@d the minis- 
ters, who are responsible for his acts, claim to be something 
more than machines in framing measures. ; 

Mr. Livingston told an American gentleman with whom he 


conversed on’ the 12th March that “‘he now believed the whole 
difficulty would soon be settled.”’ 





— 


*London, March 5. A strong impression has prevailed here 
to-day, that the differences between the governments of France 
and the United States, will not be,settled without some warlike 
demonstration. This feeling has arisen partly from the know- 
ledge that Mr. J. Q. Adams’ party in the United States will not 
submit to any thing short of a full satisfaction of the claims of 
that government upon France, and also from the understand- 
ing which the advices from France this morning have fostered, 
that at Toulon great preparations were making to put the 
French fleet in the most effective position to meet the expected 
reprisals on the part of the Americans. [ Morning Herald. 

(The perfect ignorance of the state of affairs in the United 
States, is shewn in the preceding—who has ever heard of 4 
“Mr. John Q. Adams’ party,” in this country, since the 4th of 
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A passenger by this arrival, who left Paris on the 16th March, 
conversed on that day with several members of the chamber of 
deputies, who -uniformly expressed thei Conviction that the 
claim would be satisfactorily adjusted. He understood that the 
pill would be presented on the 26th of 28th of March. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

The advices from London are one day later than those pre- 
yiously received. Lord John Russel liad expressed his inten- 
tion Of postponing the motion he intended to make upon the 
Jrish church question, This postponement is greatly deplored 
ja the London Globe of the 14th of March,.as being calculated 
to have the effect of aggravating the suspicions aud impatieuce 
ofthe country. This motion was intended as the pivot upon 
which all the movements against the Peel ministry were to turn 
—every thing else was to await the result of it—no other move 
ment was to be made until after its fate was ascertained. Itis 
proadly asserted that this is not the way for lord John Russel 
jo keep up the enthusiasm, or acquire the confidence, either of 
jis parliamentary majority or of the country. 

SPAIN. 

The Carlists, up to the llth March, continued their blockade 
of Elisondo; they had three pieces of cannon and one mortar. 
El Pastor had arrived at Oyarzan with 2,500 men, with orders 
to enter Navarre; but it was believed he would raise the block- 
ade of Elisondo. A band of Carlists were disturbing the neigh- 
porhood of Cardona, and it was reported that a battle had taken 
place there. Gen. Liander, with 3,000 men, had marched to 
scour the mountains of Upper Catalonia. It is stated that the 
queen had had an interview with the British ambassador, on 
the subject of the new ministerial arrangements. The new war 
minister, gen. Valdez, was concentrating troops in Navarre, 
and the opinion was entertained that the civil war would be 
speedily put an endto. A Portuguese commander with 4,000 
men under his command, of whow 1,000 were French, with 500 
cavalry and 8 pieces of cannon, at Chaves, had announced to 
we Spanish commandant of Verin in Galicia, that he was ready 
w enter Spain with his troops whenever the Spanish authori- 
ties may require their assistance. On the 18th February revo- 
lutionary movemeuts broke out, simultaneously, at several dif- 
ferent points of the kingdom of Grenada, bu: were speedily re- 
pressed by the authorities of that province. 

, AUSTRIA. 

The archduchess, Maria Louisa, widow of Napoleon, did not 
arrive at Vienna until a few hours after her father’s death. 

The first acts of the new Emperor of Austria had generally 
been approved. M. de Metternich has been charged to design 
a plan fora monument to the late emperor of Austria. The 
brother of the new emperor has been appointed viceroy of Italy, 
and the arch duke Charles is entrusted with the direction of 
military affairs. 

TURKEY. 

The city of Adrianople, on the 24th of February, became a 
prey to the flames. ‘The quarter of the town which was inha- 
bited by Greeks, is nothing but a heap of ashes. ‘The ware- 
houses in which the merchants deposited their goods were in 
ruins. In One of these, it is said, there were English goods to 
the amount of 2,000,000 piasters. 

The Russian fleet was preparing for sea, and the coincidence 
of this fact with the arming of the Turkish fleet, had given rise 
tosuspicions. Itis said thata Russian squadron of five ships 
of the line and the same number of frigates, were about to sail 
immediately for Tripoli, where, on account of the critical state 
of affairs, the intervention of Russia is imperiously required, 

LATER NEWS. 

An arrival at New York brings London dates to the 17th and 
Liverpool of the 18th March, both inclusive. The marquis of 
Londonderry, in consequence of the course of the house of com- 
mons, resigned his appointment as ambassador to St. Peters- 
burgh. This was one of the first appointments made by sir Ro- 
bert Peel, and excited the indignation of the reformers, by whose 
assaults he has been compelled to resign, being, as he alleged 
in his speech in the house of peers, unwilling to go abroad as 
the representative of his country, with the disapprobation of 
one branch of the legislature. His course was adopted without 
consulting ministers. 

The government were about to send out a commissioner to 
Canada, with a view of reconciling the differences existing be- 
tween the two countries. 

The revenue for the year ending Jan. 5, 1835, was £ 46,509,856 
—the expenditures £44,901,700, leaving a surplus of receipts 
over expenditures of £ 1,608,155. 

The woollen trade was flourishing in its several departments. 

Lord John Russell had postponed his fest motion against the 
ministers till the 30th March. 

PORTUGAL. 

A petition for dissolving the chambers was lost by a majority 
of 5to 31. A bill for enabling priests and nuns to marry was 
lost, so far as the priests are concerned, from the fear that it 
would shock popular prejudices; but the ladies are emancipated 
from their vows. 

The government is spoken of as having returned to the con- 
8titutional line in their measures, which, together with the cir- 
cumstance of the new ministry being responsible and popular 
personages, had given great satisfaction. The prince’s conduct 

towards those who had spoken and voted against his marriage 
With the queen, had been marked with so much kindness and 
conciliation, as to win the friendship of those who were his op- 


with a view of rectifying existing evils, was the subject of warm 
culogium. Ueand his queen are accessible to all, indulge ia 
uo luxury or ostentation, and live happily together, From these 
premises, the most happy anticipations are indulged in. Itis 
even predicted that, in a little time, not the slightest trace will 
remain of the former divisions and misfortunes of the country. 
STILL LATER. 
From London papers to the evening of the 21st March, inclusive, 
The ministers plan of the new Irish tithe bill was brought be- 
fore the house of commons on the 20th March. The bill itself 
was not submitted, but the principles of the measure were fully 
explained in a speech by sir Henry Hardinge, who moved two 
declaratory resolutions. Lord John Russell, without pronounc- 
ing any Opinion en the measure, consented that the resolutions 
sliould be agreed to. He then further postponed his motion, 
without naming aday. Mr. Spring Rice moved an amendment 
to the second resolution, with a view of a trial of strength, 
which resulted in a defeat of the opposition, by the following 
vote, 213 against the amendment, and 198 for it, being a majo- 
rity of 15 in favor of the ministers. 
In the course of the debate, Mr. Hume used certain offensive 
words in relation to the course of sir Robert Peel, which led to 
a correspondence and disavowal! of intention, on the part of the 
former, to impugn the private honor of the latter. 
Sir » ahead Sugden had relinquished the chancellorship of 
Ireland. 
Viscount Canterbury, the late speaker of the house of com- 
mons, is appointed to proceed to Canada, as commissioner to 
settle the differences between the two countries. 
Ger. sir Henry Johnson, the second senior officer in the ser- 
vice,is dead. He served in this country during our revolution. 
Lord Cowley is appointed ambassador to France, and sir Robert 
Gordon to Russia. 
—— 8 @ Owe 
BRITISH COMPLIMENTS! 
From the Liverpool Journal. 

‘That it is too much a custom in England to undervalue the 
merits of our transatlantic rivals, because, all at once, the 
United States has not produced such a long list of worthies, as, 
from the accumulation of centuries, England can boast of, they 
are taunted with having produced none. This, too, while Ir- 
ving is one of our naturalized British classics—while Bryant’s 
poems have found a place on every table, and an echo in every 
heart—while Leslie and Newton strive with the best artists of 
these isles for the pre-eminence, and certainly have not striven 
in vain. 
There is something at once supercilious and ill-bred in thus 
asserting that America has not yet produced any man of sur- 
passing intellect. The cavillers forget, that while Scott reigns 
on the land, America has her Cooper, who is unrivalled on the 
sea. We have had our Fox, Sheridan, Pitt, Curran, Canning 
—but America has orators who can compete with the proudest 
productions of these great men. There is Webster with an 
overwhelming strength of argument, which, while it requires 
not the aid of beautiful language, does not disdain to use it— 
there is Clay, whose wit sends forth many a shaft, and whose 
eloquence takes many a flight—there is Calhoun, who conden- 
ses his thoughts into the most forcible and lucid form of expres- 
sion—there is Poindexter, who utters sarcasm the most wither- 
ing and bitter, in that quiet tone which yet further irritates the 
victim writhing under the infliction—there is Preston, who 
(true orator as he is) is most eloquent on the sudden emergen- 
cy, and unites elegance of language with force of reasoning— 
there are Sprague, Porter, Leigh, Clayton, Frelinghuysen, all 
of these are now living—all of these now have seats in con- 
gress, and we venture to assert that the best speaker in the 
English commons is not equal to any one of them. Nay, were 
these away, we would venture to back Edward Evereit against 
the field. 

The memory of Lafayette is honored as it deserved, in Ame- 
rica. Throughout the United States, there has been much sor- 
row, private and public, for his death. Among other public 


took place at Faneuil Hall, the anniversary of his birth day, on 
September 6th. . 

‘The commemoration was got up to honor the virtues and ser- 
vices of him who died ‘‘in the fulness of his years and fame.?? 
The honorable Edward Everett was invited to deliver an eulo- 
gy on Lafayette; the task could not have been confided to wor- 
thier hands, as we can see from the printed copy (extending to 
96 pages 8vo.) which a friend has forwarded to us from Ameri- 
ca.”? 

From the Liverpool Standard, 

“The citizens of the United States of North America are the 
only people, of whom we have any knowledge, who cannot en- 
dure to be laughed at. If any man or woman has dexterity 
enough to cheat or overreach them (which is difficult) they can 
pardon that, and blow a cloud with pleasure over the unexpect- 
ed loss of the dollars; but wo be to him who ventures even a 
good natured sally in reference to their taste on the questiona- 
ble courtliness of their manners! If caught taking such freedoms 
with republican refinement, in the land of liberty, he is a dead 
man, or a tarred and feathered one—if it be possible. 

“The courts of Paris and London lead the fashions in these 
two countries; but in the United Stdtes there is no court, no 
standard of fashion, no recognised gentry, no old families, no 
one man in five hundred who can look back and tell who was 





ponents, His activity in the examination of public institutions: 


his father’s or his mother’s grandfather. 


manifestations, was that by the young men of Boston, which | 
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**It is impossible for an actor or actress, raised in America, 
to read S. are with either correctness or elegance. They 
might read it in the .4merican language, but that, like the dia- 
Ject of Joseph Hume or Mr. Ruthven, is not quite English. If 
they should make the attempt so much the better, and so much 
the larger fund of mirth for the English sketcher. If they have 
any prudence they will drop the idea.”? 

{The parties do not seem quite agreed! We have seen ita 
hundred times stated that “dollars”? are every thing, in the 
United States. ] 

From the London Court Journal of Feb. 14th and 28th. 

**Even national manners are swayed by trivial influences. 
The publication of Mra. Trollope’s book has been fatal, for in- 
stance, to the Americans. Embarrassed to find themselves 
held up as objects of ridicule to the eyes of Europe, they no 
longer dare to sit or stand, walk or talk, like othér people. The 
fear of the caricature is ever before them; and they are now so 
studiously polite, so laboriously genteel, so fastidiously aristo- 
cratic, so ultra-Europeanly European, that lieutenant Holman 
might pick out an American by instinct in any mixed circle of 
London, Paris or Naples. We are half inclined to implore 
these pseudo-Chesterfieldians to study the unpretending sim- 
plicity of the manners of the English court.”? 

* * * * * * * 2 

‘A war between France and America? A challenge between 

congress and la chambre? What—what,if the prospect of such 
an event had been realised, would have become of all the 
wealthy Yankees who have set up their rest and their molten 
eaifin Paris? The Americans are not London-haunters. They 
find their national awkwardness of diction and address more 
readily detected among ourselves, even without the hand book 
of Mrs. Trollope, the English have a ready clue to the detection 
of their want of moral refinement. It is not so on the conti- 
nent. In Paris they cover the potter’s clay with tinsel, and by- 
etanders readily fall into the erroneous impression thatthe vase 
is of the finest porcelain. In Paris the Yankees have only to 
furnish themselves from the most fashionable upholsterers, tai- 
Jors, mantua-makers and jewellers, to pass for des zens comme 
il faut. Arich American, of no remarkable gentility, gave a 
fine fete the other day, at his magnificent hotel. ‘Who is this 
colonel F ?? was the universal question; to which re- 
sponded a reply as universal, of ‘Ma Joi, je n’en sais rien! — 
Mais ce service de vermeil qu’on a trouve si bien a l’ Exposition’ 
—* Eh bien?’—‘ C’etoit pour lai!’—‘Ca suffit! j’irai a son bal.? 
And thus a service of gilt plate stands in some places for a cer- 
tificate of respectability! 

+4Wonderful, too, is the taste betrayed by the republicans of 
the United States for courts and courtship! Mr. Rush’s rhap- 
sodies at the sight of the five hundred troops at Buckingham 
house, were nothing. In England a certain feeling of jeatous 
inferiority, of want of caste, keeps them sullenly aloof from St. 
James’; but in foreign courts they expect to pass for English, 
and (Columbus and Cabot be about us!) what legions of them 
infest the receptions of the Tuilleries, and the court galas of 
Naples! ‘That quaint traveller, Jefferson Hogg, speaking of the 
propensity of our own countrymen for ascending mountains 
and climbing church steeples, says that ‘Englishmen are so 
proud, that they are always knocking their heads against the 
sky.? What quality must we contrarywise ascribe to the Yan- 
kees, when we say that they are always knocking their brows 
against the footsteps of a throne? Be in company with an 
American woman of high degree in what quarter of the world 
you will, and in five minutes she will have boasted to you that 
one of her countrywomen is lady in waiting to the queen of 
England. Look at them in foreign watering places, where ac- 
quaintanceship with the great is so easily achieved, and you 
may learn the exact gradations of the court calendar of the 
place from their often cited list of visitors. ‘Their dearest friend 
is sure tu De a serene highness, their dear, a prince or princess; 
dukes, marquesses, Counts, Viscouats, barons, follow in starry 
profusion. No London footman, no Irisl master of the cere- 
monies ever bandied ‘my lady’ or your lord=!:ip’ like a dashing 
New Yorkian or Bostonian. Mrs. Trollope, in her portraiture, 
missed the most vulgar feature of American vulgarity. Again 
we say, what will become of them in case of a war??? 

[We regret to say, that there appears to be a great deal of 
truth, especially in the last paragraph of this article, as to too 
many Americans. An ass or a monkey, with a title, is more 
honored by them, than an untitled man of talents and charac- 
ter. And the worst of it is, that these creatures, ino often, 
bring their vile habits ““home”’ with them. They are, however, 
forced to lay them aside— finding that they are only subjects for 
ridicule. } 





EARTHQUAKE AT ST. THOMAS. 
Extract from captain John Delesdernier’s log book. 
St. Thomas, Feb. 11, 1835. 

“Twenty minutes past 10 o’clock, experienced a heavy shock 
ofan earthquake—the shock lasted about 25 seconds—the re- 
port ene and a half minutes. At the time it commenced, I was 
in a long low store in company with Mr. N. Carrington. The 
store was composed of brick, stone and ime, and stood on made 
jand or ground, and the shock caused the building to rise and 
fall like along flat beat riding on the waves, The pots, hams 
and other articles usually hung on the beams of the stores, 
qwere all put in motion, swinging to and fro. The shock was 
also felt by capt. Hale, of the brig Rosalba, of Baltimore, in lat. 

48 27, lon. 62 30, which lasted about one minute.” 





a 


nt 
Another extract from the same. 


Jan. 22—**Tuesday, 10 o’elock in the evening, in passing th, 
island of Nevis, | was a spectator to a scene that surpasses yy 
description. A sudden stream of fire burst upon our sight that 
astonished and delighted us. It was a broad sheet of fame il. 
luminating the space of many miles—emitted fiom the Voleang 
on the Island—in a few minutes the flame disappeared ayy 
again burst forth in one sudden and splendid column 
from the horizon and broadening until it reached the s 
extended over the whole island. The sight was sublime, pas 
fling all description. I was about twenty miles from the isiqy,; 
when it disappeared altogether, and left us as dark as Erebus,» 

[ Boundary Gazette, Calais, March 26, 
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Eanruquake at Omoa. Omoa, Central America),Fe), 
7. The most tremendous irruptions of volcanoes have 
taken place in the interior, upon reeord—five burst simul- 
taneously in different places, attended with tremendous 
earthquakes which sunk three large towns, besides many 
villages, so that no trace of them remains, and destroyed 
a large portion of St. Miguel and St. Salvador. The air 
was so obscured by ashes and smoke, that for eight days 
the inhabitants were obliged to grope their way with 
torches. The reports were like the firing of musketry 
and cannon, attended with showers of rocks, stones ani 
cinders. The lava, in some places, ran the distance of 
sixty leagues, destroying every thing in its course. Jy 
Alancho they thought the day of judgment had arrived, 
‘The earthquakes were felt very sensibly both here and 
in Truxillo, and the reports of the irruptions a long way 
to the northward of Belize. ‘The ashes fell here for 
about 20 hours like snow, and it was so dark as to re- 
quire candles at 12 0’clock, M. One voleano burst about 
forty miles back of Truxillo. 


—— 8 © Stra 
SEMI-ANNUAL BANK DIVIDENDS, AT BOSTON. 
PAYABLE 6TH APRIL, 1835. 











City banks. Capital. Dividends. Amount. 
American........e00+4. 500,000 3 per cent. 15,000 
AllantiC...ccccsccccecse 200,000 3 “6 15,600 
REM rceccvccevcccscescs 500,000 4 6¢ 20,000* 
Tin ptchecensasdeias - 600,(.00 |} 21,000 
Pu vtenededcessesee .. 1,000,000 3 30,010 
CRRRMNRsccccccceccccce 500,000 3 66 15,000 
Comwmercial............. 500,000 . -§ 15,000 
Commonwealth........ - 500,000 a © 17,500 
Eagle......cccesceccsess 500,000 = & 15,000 
FultOm ....c.ceceeeeeee 500,000 3 66 35,000 
Franklin .......eseeee0e4 150,000 3 66 4.500 
Globe oo 60 cee eeeeeeee «1,000,000 oo 30,000 
GrANile..ceeeceecsseeees 500,000 0 66 
Hamilton............... 500,000 3 “6 15,000 
BEGMCOCR es ccccccccccces . 500,000 0 e¢ —- 
Massachusetts.......... 800,000 3 « 20,000 
Market. .ccccccccccesess 500,000 en 15,000 
Pierchants’...cccccccces 750,000 a « 26 ,250 
New England......... - 1,000,000 3. «& 30,000 
NOPth ..ccccccccccccesss 700,000 J os 22.500 
Oriental. .cccceseseeeess 750,000 3 66 22,500 
Ns sare wees eeeeeses «1,800,000 Qi: «6 45,000 
Suffolk... cece eececeseee 750,000 4 66 30,000 
BOUL. .cecceeccceee «+-« 500,000 2 « 12,500 
Tremout...ccsecsscessss 500,000 3 66 15,000 
Traders?’....ssecceesesss 500,000 3 66 15,000 
UNION... oe ececcesesseess 800,000 3 «6 20,000 
Washington............ 500,000 3 6s 15,000 

$18,150,000 $516,750 
Bee 


OHIO AND MICHIGAN. 
To the editors of the National Intelligencer. 
Canfield, Trumbull co. Ohio, April 3, 1835. 

GENTLEMEN: T perceive in your paper of the 24th ult. some 
remarks relative to the controversy between Ohio and Michi- 
gan, which I think (unintentionally) in one particular, may 
produce an impression unfavorable to the forbearance of Ohio. 
It appears from your remarks that the legislature of Ohio, with- 
out waiting to learn what congress would or would not do, 
passed a law for extending the jurisdiction of the state of Ohio 
over the strip of territory in dispute, and that the legislature of 
Michigan passed a law to resist the occupation of this territory 
by any other authority than that of Michigan or the United 
States.’’ 

The state of Ohio, at different times, and particularly for two 
years past, by her legislature, and her representatives in con- 
gress, has used every means in her power to have the qnestion 
settled by congress. In her exertions she has not been sustain- 
ed by Michigan; but on the contrary thereof, Michigan, with the 
influence derived from her connection with the executive 
branch of the general government, and availing herself of the 
press of business before congress, has used every exertion at 
her command to postpone and defer a decision of the question 





*Has been nine months in operation. 
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by congress. A decision by the house of representatives has 
been thus defeated, for the tast two sessions. Michigan, in the 
mean time, is making preparations to call a convention to 
form a constitution, and demand an admission into the union 
without the previous assent of congress. The inhabitants on 
the disputed territory, during the last winter, expressed their 
desire to be under the jurisdiction of the state of Ohio. The 
jegislature Of Michigan thereafter passed a law of a highly 

yal character, to punish those who should accept a com- 
yission, under the authority of the state of Ohio. After 
the passage Of this law, the alternative was placed before Ohio, 
either to enforce her jurisdiction over the disputed territory, or 
to abandon her claim. From an unshaken conviction that her 
claim was just, ine legislature passed the laws referred to by 
you, as the most suitable to resist the aggression of Michigan. 
The jaW maintains the right of Ohio—but is entirely pacific in 
ite character. 

Ohio had forborne for years to enforce her jurisdiction over 
the inhabitants on a part of the disputed territory, from the be- 
jief that congress would decide the question, and that the re- 
spective parties would remain in statu quo. After the organi- 
zation of the county of Wood, which includes the eastern part 
of the disputed territory, the jurisdiction of Ohio was extended 
over the few inhabitants that settled there. They were then 
dispesed to belong to Michigan. The judge who presided in 
the county of Wood thought it savored of oppression to harass 
the inhabitants by conflicting jurisdictions, and that the neglect 
to punish witnesses and jurors, for contempt in failing to obey 
the process of the court, could not in the least affect the final 
decision of the right of jurisdiction. He thought it comported 
with the magnanimous character of Ohio, not to vex, harass, or 
oppress those innocent settlers; but permit them to acknow- 
ledge the one or the other jurisdiction, until the question should 
be finally settled. Michigan has availed herself of this act of 
forbearance, and urges it as evidence of the waiver, or aban- 
donment, by Ohio, of her right. She was thereupon admonish- 
ed not to permit Michigan to strengthen her pretensions to the 
territory, by failing to notice the steps taken. Ohio is acting 
solely on the defensive. Very respectfully, yours, 

E. WHITTLESEY. 

Messrs. Gales & Seaton, 

8 B Bt 
THE N. E. BOUNDARY—NEW BRUNSWICK. 
The humble address of your majesty’s legislative council and 
house of assembly of the province of New Brunswick, in ge- 
nera!l assembly convened: 


We, your majesty’s faithful and loyal subjects the legislative 
council and assembly of the province of New Brunswick, feel- 
ing that the interests of this province are deeply involved in the 
question now in dispute, between your majesty and the United 
States of America, relating to the boundary between the Bri- 
tish territories in North America and the said United States, 
are induced to address your majesty upon this subject with 
sentiments of unshaken attachment to your majesty’s person 
and government. 

Deeply impressed with a sense of your majesty’s constant 
wishes to promote the prosperity of all parts of your extended 
empire, we have the fullest confidence in the determination of 
your majesty’s government to maintain your majesty’s rights 
and preserve the integrity of those your North American domi- 
nions, in the settlement of this most important question. 

We beg leave most humbly to represent, that a speedy settle- 
ment thereof is earnestly to be desired, as well for the quiet 
and welfare of the inhabitants of those parts of your majesty’s 
possessions which are claimed by the United States, as for the 
general benefit and advancement of this province. 

And as in duty bound will ever pray, &c. 

{His majesty’s loyal subjects in the province of New Bruns- 
wick, are much more attentive to the interests of his majesty, 
than was the senate of Maine to the interests of their republi- 
can fellow citizens. See, for example, the address above, and 
os a the resolutions to which the state senate gave the 
£9 Dy). 

TRIAL OF RICHARD LAWRENCE, 
FOR AN ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE THE PRESIDENT OF THE U. 
STATES. 
[Reported for the National Intelligencer.]} 
Present—Hon. judges Cranch, Morsell and Thruston. 
Counsel—On behalf of the United States, Francis S. Key. 
For the prisoner, William L. Brent, and James F. Brent. _ 
The court opened soon after 9 o’clock, A. M. and the pri- 
80ner, Richard Lawrence was brought into court, in the cus- 
tody of the deputy marshal,Mr. Woodward. Lawrence was 
dressed in a gray coat; it appeared to us to be of the description 
of what they call a shooting-coat; black cravat and vest; and 
rown pantaloons. His appearance was that of a man perfect- 
ly at his ease, and collected; but there is an appearance about 
his eves, certainly indicative of mania; and an evident assump- 
tion of kingly dignity in his demeanor aad the expression of 
lis countenance. He took his seat, however, very quietly by 
the side of his counsel, and conversed smilingly, with them. 
We know it to be customary for all prisoners, on particular 
charges, to be reported as handsome and prepossessing, but 
Lawrence certainly was entitled, and honestly entitled, to these 
Personal attributes, as he appeared this morning in court. It 





The witnesses having been called into court; 
Mr. Key rose to address some observations to the bench; 
when Lawrence started up from his chair, under evident ex- 
citemeat of mind, and said he wished to know whether it was 
correct to bring him there, or not?) He claimed the crown of 
Great Britain, he said, and also that of the United States; and 
he wished to know if they could bring him there? 
Judge Cranch desired him to take his seat; and Jet bis coun- 
sel manage his case for him. 
Lawrence complied; but still apparently continued the sub- 
ject, in conversation with his counsel. 
Mr. W. L. Brent inquired of the court, whether, as this was 
simply the case of a misdemeanor, the presence of the pri- 
— considering his state of mind, might not be dispensed 
with. 
Lawrence again rose, and addressed the court. 
to know, if, having, as he had, the sword— 
He was again stopped; and 
Mr. Brent stated his belief, that it would be impossible for 
the trial to proceed, if the prisoner remained in court. The 
course which it must take, the defence which it was intended 
to set up, could not fail still further to excite him. He would, 
indeed, rather he should remain if it were possible. 
The court thought it necessary that the prisoner should re- 
main. 
Mr. Brent said he had done all he could to quiet the prizoner’s 
feelings; but had not been able to present any course of which 
he would make choice. 
Judge Morsell said, it was always customary for the prisoner 
to be in court, in cases like the present. ‘To permit him to de- 
part would be altogether a novel proceeding; lhe should like the 
trial to proceed in the ordinary way. 
The panel was then called; on which 
Lawrence observed, that they had called the jury, that, he 
wished to know if this was correct; he certainly was king. 
Judge Cranch. You must sit down and be quiet, Mr. Law- 
rence, until called on to answer. 
The prisoner sat down; but not until he bad reiterated the 
assertion, that he was king of Great Britain, and likewise of 
this country; and that he was protected by the law in his claim. 
The following jury was then sworn; many of the whole panel 
having been challenged on various grounds; chiefly of having 
formed and expressed opinions upon the case: 
Mr. H. L. Cross, Mr. Charles Butler, 
William Orme, John Mount, 
John B. Ferguson, Samuel Wilson, 
William Eaton, Edward A. Roche, 
Benjamin Sewall, Noble Heritell, 
Paul Stevens, Jeremiah Orme. 
The witnesses present for the prosecution having been sworn; 
Mr. F. S. Key rose and opened the case, somewhat to the 
following effect: The prisoner before the jury was charged with 
an offence which was, at least in this part of the world, of very 
rare occurrence; which rendered it the more necessary that he 
should give a statement as to the nature of the evidence which 
he should produce; and, further, because many rumors wide of 
truth, as usually happened in such cases, had gone abroad. 
The prisoner was charged with an assault, with intent to kill 
and murder; and the object of that assault was the chief ma- 
gistrate ofthe country. ‘There were two counts in the indict- 
ment. One charging the assault, with intent to kill, &c. the 
other stating more particularly the manner, instruments, &c. 
It was an offence, which was, by our laws, a mere misdemea- 
nor, and punishable by fine and imprisonment. The station, or 
office, of the object of this crime, was to be left entirely out of 
the question; and it was to be considered in the same light as 
though committed on the most humble individual in the coun- 
try. The framers of our constitution had not thought it ne- 
cessary to surround the chief magistrate with any additional 
protection than those laws, which were deemed sufficient for 
the citizen holding the most obscure station. The love of order 
and of justice had heretofore been found, and, he hoped, would 
continue to be found, sufficient for this purpose. They were 
not to look on the extraordinary and providential delivery of the 
president from the danger of the prisoner’s act; but, free from 
any anxiety, to judge of the case according to the evidence 
which would be offered. 


It would be found, that, on a public occasion, the president, 
and heads of the departments, were retiring from the hall of 
representatives, from the funeral ceremonies, which had taken 
place in consequence of the death of one of the members of the 
house. Of course, there was a large concourse of persons pre- 
sent. Amongst them was the prisoner; armed with two pistols, 
perfectly well loaded; who planted himselfin a situation the 
best adapted for the accomplishment of the object he had in 
view. He placed himself at the entrance of a door, through 
which he knew the president must pass; having the pistols con- 
cealed under his coat. The percussion cap exploded, but did not 
communicate with the powder in the tube. He immediately 
dropt that pistol, having been seized by several individuals, 
but not so as to prevent him from directing a second pistol at 
the president, which he snapped with like success. The friends 
of the president, with a forbearance bighly commendable, plac- 
ed no further constraint on him; used no further violence, than 
to give him into the hands of the officer, where he had been 
ever since. When brought before the chief justice, no man 
could have acted with more calmness or intelligence. He was 


He wished 








was the opinion universally expressed. 





now before that bonorable eourt for trial. The sole defence 
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which con be set up, and which itis to be presumed will be 
set up, is, that the prisoner is of unsound mind, and therefore 
incapabie of being actuated by a malicious motive. 

The ground of defence will,no doubt, be that of lunacy; that 
he is deranged. And in ascertaining the truth of this, lies the 
only difficulty; but, it will be conceded that this is a ground of 
defence liable to be rebutted by evidence to the contrary. In 
making this statement, it was not his wish to influence the 
minds of the jury. It might turn out that the prisoner was in- 
sane, and he (Mr. K.) believed the community in general would 
be glad to hear that such an excuse existed; but at the same 
time it was due to the interests and safety of society that it 
should be shown by clear evidence that he was not a reasona- 
ble being, and, therefore, dispunishable. It was for this reason 
necessary that he should state what the law was as to the na- 

' ture of the evidence necessary to prove such ah irresponsible 
state; and he should do so by referring to grave adjudications 
On this subject. ‘There were various states of insanity. There 
were many who were totally insane; whose reason was altoge- 
ther gone; either by reason of some accident, or from inherent 
incapacity. Such persons should, of course, be confined, to 
keep them from doing mischief. In this case, the person is to- 
tally insane; no ray of mental light illumining his brain; he is 
#0 at all times, and on all subjects. No one, however, would 
contend for a moment, that the prisoner belonged to this class. 
He (Mr. K.) admitted there were states of madness which fell 
far short of this: cases of partial insanity; in which the indivi- 
dual was at times perfectly sane; had what is termed his lucid 
intervals. The inquiry, then, arises, whether the person was 
in a state of insanity, or, whether it was during a lucid interval 
that he committed the crime. - If the prisoner is to be consider- 
ed as belonging to this second class, then the question would 
be, in what state of mind was the prisoner when he commit- 
ted this assault? If in the state of lunacy, then he was dispu- 
nishable; but if done during a iucid interval, then he was not 
to be excused, and must be punished, inasmuch as it is an act 
done by a man in possession of his reason. This distinction 
was ciear. But this was not all. There was an infinite variety 
of feelings bound upin the form of lunacy; there was another 
description of partial derangement. There was a state of luna 
cy in which the person afiected was only insane as to one par- 
ticular subject; being as capable of reasoning on all others as 
any other person; and these were the cases of the greatest diffi 
culty. If it appears that a man is a lunatic, and, further, that 
he is partially so only; if it appears he is only so as to particular 
subjects, then another subject of inquiry arises; and the rule in 
this subject is equally plain. What is the nature of the act 
which the person has committed? Does it appear that it is con 
nected with—that it is the offspring of that delusion under which 
he suffers? Does it spring from various causes, or from the ex 
citement of other causes? Or is it by a cause exciting this par- 
ticular state of mind? In the present case, the prisoner has 
committed an assault, certainly with a murderous intent. If 
under a state of total insanity, they would then have to consi- 
der what the public safety required; if only under the influence 
of partial insanity, they were then to examine into the charac- 
ter of the delusion under which the prisoner was laboring; to 
ascertain the connection between the act committed and that 
delusion; and to see whether it was delusion, and delusion 
alone, which had induced the act. He (Mr. K.) thought there 
might be evidence to show that the man was actually under a 
delusion as to a particular subject. They would then have to 
compare this with the evidence on the other side, and see how 
faz tae crime could be cunsidered as connected with that delu- 
sion. Wo man could have shown more intelligence, mcre cau- 
tion and prudence, throughout the proceedings against him; 
and, further, they would find, from the evidence to be produced 
on the part of the United States, an avowal of objects totally 
unconnected with the apparent subject of his delusion. He did 
not say this to influence the minds of the jury; he only wished 
to use those means which would be adopted by the counsel on 
the part of the prisoner. 


A remarkable trial, which occurred not many years ago in 
. England, seemed to have settled the law in such cases. [Mr. 
K. referred to the case of Haditield, for shooting at George ilI.} 
It would be found in vol. 37 of Howell’s State Trials. The 
passage he should read from, commenced at page 1.314. He 
was perfectly willing that the law, as then laid down by the 
counsel of the prisoner, the eminent Erskine, should be adopted 
in the present case. The counsel for the prisoner, he was wil- 
ding, should have the aid of the arguments used, and used too, 
euccessfully, by that great man,in the case of Hadfield. He 
asked for the adoption of no other rule of law on the present oc- 
casion. He would read a few passages from the trial alluded 
to. (Mr. K. then read an extract from the argument of Mr. 
Erskine, in which he admitted that it was not enough to show 
a delusion to exist in the mind of the perpetrator of a crime to 
fender him dispunishable; but that it must be further shown, 
that there was a connection between the delusion and the act 
committed. Mr. K. further mentioned the case of Edward Ar 
nold, for shooting lord Onslow; in which a like doctrine was 
jaid down, and which case was oo ae to and the principle 
generally admitted by Erskine, when pf€ading the cause of Had- 
field.] Mr. K. proceeded: It was not every lunatic, even, who 
was to be held unaccountable. There was a general impres- 
eion, that such was the case; but it was not so: there were In- 
natica who were accountable at particular times. If, then, the 
», gary should be of opinion, that the prisoner was, at the time of 
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committing the act, under a delusion; that that delusion origi. 
nated the act; he was, certainly, not guilty; and he (Mr. K. 
believed that the community would rejoice if it should be foun, 
that such was the case; but if it appeared that he was a man of 
violent temper and capricious humors; that the aet did no 
spring from delusion, but from other causes; then they coulg 
not acquit him from the consequences of his crime. He shouig 
lay before them, not only the evidence as to the manuer of the 
act; his appearance and behaviour before the judge; but also 
the instruments; which they would see were aa well calculate 
to accomplish the purpose designed, and as well prepared fo, 
it, as they could have been by any man of intelligence. By the 
withdrawal of the charge of one of these pistols before the judge, 
on the occasion of his first examination, it Was shown that i; 
consisted of a ball weil fitted to the piece, and powder of a very 
fine quality. The other was examined on the succeeding day, 
and was fired off without any alteration of its charge. Tie 
powder was distinctly seen in the tube; and it was repeatedly 
fired off after this. This, then, was sufficient to show that there 
was no defect in the instruments or their loading; and also the 
deadly intent of the prisoner, which was so happily frustrated 
by Providential interference. He knew that all these acts mig) 
be done even by a man of unsound mind; but, still, there were 
circumstances to be considered in this case; in which the guilt 
or innocence of the prisoner must depend on the issue whether 
he is properly to be considered as having been an accountable 
human agent at the time he committed the crime. Mr. K. con- 
cluded his remarks by saying it was unnecessary to read the in- 
dictment, inasmuch as it was nothing more than a common law 
indictment. 

Mr. Secretary Woodbury was then sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Kev. On the occasion of the funeral ceremony which 
took place in the hall of representatives, in consequence of the 
death of one of its members, (W. R. Davis), attended, together 
with the president and other officers of the government; had 
listened to the funeral service in the hall; left it; the president 
being on my right arm, had passed through the rotunda, and 
through the eastern door, where we came rather to a halt, (being 
in the rear), in consequence of the delay occasioned by the gen- 
tlemen who had preceded us getting into the coaches. We had 
perhaps passed some two or three steps on to the portico, when 
| heard a noise like the discharge of a pistol; was to the left; 
looked round directly, and there saw a person, about six or eight 
feet, a little obliquely to the left, (might not be exact as to dis- 
tance), who was just in the act of lowering his hand when my 
eye caught him. It was the prisoner at the bar; saw him dis- 
tinculy when I turned, and saw the pistol in his hand; presumed 
he was the person who had fired; it was directed right towards 
the president; at first I doubted whether it was not myself who 
was aimed at; but saw that it was towards the president, who 
was on my riglit; turned to the president to see if be was injur- 
ed; seeing he was not, turned to look for the prisoner; he was 
then in the act of raising his hand again; had something in il; 
presumed it was a pistol; was not certain whether it was the 
same Or another; thought probably it might be a double barrel 
pistol; gave a pull from the president’s arm, and sprung towards 
the prisoner; seized him by the collar, and at that moment the 
second explosion touk place; thought so from the noise; other 
persons had previously got hold of him; which appeared to have 
put him rather out of his first position; they continued to pull 
him, with some violence, in a somewhat opposite direction 
Seeing he was secured, and that there waa reason to believe he 
had no other weapon, I let go my hold and turned to see what 
was the state of the president after the second discharge as | 
thought it. The prisoner was dragged forward towards the frout 
of the piazza; saw no more of him until I saw him here an hour 
after; found the president in the crowd, and went home with 
him; afterwards went to several magistrates’ offices to see what 
had become of the prisoner; not finding him, came to this room, 
where he had been brought for examination. [t was suggested 
that Mr. Burd, a member, had possession of the pistols. That 
gentleman shortly after arrived, bringing with him two pistols, 
which were produced; should recognize if | saw them again, by 
their general appearance. An inquiry was made if they were 
loaded; Mr. Burd or lieutenant Gedney hereupon tried them, | 
believe with a pencil case; it went down but a little way; an 
anxiety was expressed on the part of the court to know what 
was the nature of the charge in the pistol, and an instrument 
was produced; presume it had a screw at the end, and a ball 
was drawn out; the ball was examined; and the next question 
was what was below the ball; it was found to be gunpowder; 
which was poured out, and also examined; believe there was 
about the quantity ueual for the charge of sucha pistol, although 
Lam not well versed in such matters; did not recollect if the 
other pistol was examined; did not notice any thing unusual 
or peculiar in the manner of the prisoner; in answer to a ques- 
tion put by the court, he said he had no answer to give; saw 
nothing peculiar in either his answers or deportment; although 
others might perhaps. 


Cross-eramined hy Mr. Brent. , Do not know, of my own 
knowledge, whether the pistois are the same; several persons 
had hold of the prisoner before I seized him, and had puehed 
him out of the position in which he fired the pistol; the prisen- 
er did not express any reason for the act to me, but | heard had 
done so to some gentleman on his way from the eapitol. 

By a juror. Itis my impression that the powder was Joos 


in the pistol, not in a cartridge. 





Mr. Secretary Dickerson examined, 
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By Mr. Key. Went with other gentlemen of the cabinet to 
the capitol, on the day of the funeral of the hon. W. R. Davis; 
after the service in the hal!, the procession moved forward to- 
wards the eastern colonnade; was a great crowd; was a little 
jn the rear of the president; at the door of the colonnade there 
was a halt, which brought me up nearly to his side; had ad- 
yanced, L think, about two steps from the door, when [ heard 
the discharge of a pocket pistol; have certainly heard such pis- 
tols discharged withoutimaking a louder report; it being in the 
colonnade might have increased the sound; I turned my eye, 
and saw some man had laid hold of an individual; [ was to the 
left of the president; saw lieutenant Gedney, and supposed he 
was trying to get the man down, butcould not see the man; it 
was some seconds before the prisoner could get at his second 
pistol; and when ke did, from- his altered position, he had to 
throw his arm over to get aim at the president; certain it was 
aimed at him; was very near; saw the, prisoner distinctly; saw 
the size of the pistol, but could not say whether it was brass or 
steel; it appeared that it must have struck the president had a 
discharge taken place; in a second from this time, the prisoner 
was crushed to the floor; but was soon raised again; Mr. Gillet, 
a member from New York state, a very strong man, had hold 
of him, as also liad lieut. Gedney; I looked at the prisoner, and 
kept my eye On Inm, so as to be certain of his identity; about 
the instant the second explosion took place the president had 
jifted his stick to strike the prisoner, but made no blow, being 
pievented by his friends. . 

By Mr. W.L. Brent. This was at the moment of the second 


we president from the pistol was 8 or 9 feet; had since ascer- 
tained it was 12 or 13. 

By Mr. Key. Believe the pistols now in the court to be the 
same; are precisely the same make; saw it ascertained by a 
pencil case, in court, that the pistols were loaded; saw the 
charge of one of thei drawn; the powder was fine, and there 
was a proper proportion for a charge; the ball was difficult to 
draw, it fitted so close in. 

By a juror. Am not certain, but think there was a patch 
round the ball. 

By Mr. Key. Demeanor of prisoner was perfectly cool dur- 
ing his examination; said he had no wish to question the wit- 
nesses; recollect his once saying, ‘that must be proved;” un- 
derstood him to mean that he did not confess the act; believe 
this was after the examination of the first witness. 

By Mr. W. L. Brent. The president was about three feet 
from me, Ou the right; no one was between us; did not see the 
first explosion, but heard it; saw the second; do not know if 
both were from the same pistol; think the second was notso 
joud as the first explosion; was a great crowd coming out at the 
door; did not he ar Lawrence say it was at the president he di- | 
rected the pistol; but formed that opinion from what | saw. 

Lieutenaut Gedney examined. 

By Mr. Key. At the time of the assault was entering the 
door of the eastern portico; going into the rotunda, I observed 
the president with Mr. Woodbury; they had advanced two or 
three steps from the door; observed some movement in the 
crowd; turned my eye, and saw this man with a pistol; [ seized 
him by the shoulder, and got him down; he dropped the pistol; 
there were two; Mr. Burd had the pistols; some five or six per- 
sons seized the prisoner, and [ then lost sight of him; examined 
the pistols, with Mr. Burd; did so with a pencil case; both were 
loaded; saw nothing further, till I saw the prisoner in court; | 
took oue pistol, Mr. Duid the other; examined them both di- 
recily; saw but the first discharge; the pistol was apparently 
aimed at the president. 

By Mr. W.L. Brent, Was at about the distance of eight 
feet from Lawrence,-and at about an equal distance from the 
president, on the left; was directly between Lawrence and the 
president; was a great crowd al the door. 

By a juror. Wad hold of him at the time he snapped the se- 


Mr. Secretary Dickerson re-eramined by Mr. Brent. The 
president spoke angrily to those who prevented him from get- 
ung at Lawrence; said, ‘“‘let me alone! let me alone!”’ Recol- 
lect hearing him also say; “‘he knew where this came from!”? 
Understood he did say more. 

Mr. Hunter, (the marshal) examined. 

By Mr. Key. Seized the prisoner; had been in attendance in 
the supreme court; perceived a crowd; pushed through it, and 
look the prisoner, without knowing what he had done; this was 
afew moments after he had been disarmed, brought him down 
before judge Cranch; was present on his examination; am quite 
sure the pistols now in court are the same; they were marked 
at the tinte. 

(Mr. Burd’s evidence, which had been taken before judge 

ranch, by consent of the prisoner’s counsel, to allow Mr. B. 
to return home, Was now given by the honorable judge}: 


Judge Cranch. Mr. Burd, on the day of the examination of 
“aWrence, produced a pair of pistols in court; I believe these 
\o be the same; they were marked on the breech; he was asked 
ifthey were in the same condition as when taken from Luw- 
rence, and said yes; both were loaded. 

Mr. Hunter continued: These were the same pistols; saw the 
bullet extracted by a ramrod; believe by Mr. Blair. [The ball 
and powder were produced]. There was a patch on the ball; 
the Pistol was charged in the usual way; there were other per- 
Cussion caps, balls, &c. found in the prisoner’s trunk; also in 


caps found on Lawrence, and fired that pistol; the ball passed 

through one plank, and nearly buried itself in a second, some 

yards beyond. * 

By a juror. No priming wire was used on the occasion; 

tried several times with the other pistol; and was surprised that 

it did not go off; but found the reason to be that there was_no- 

thing in it; the powder and ball baving both fallen out. 

By Mr. Brent. When Lawrence was conveyed from the ca- 

pitol, in the hack, he appeared perfectly collected; said his rea- 

son for the act was, that the president had killed his father; that 
his influence was so great that he had got every One to perse- 

cute his father, so that he died poor. 

By a juror. Do not think he said then, how long his father 
had been dead; he said he could not account for the pistols not 
going off, unless it was its being a damp day; that he could kill 
aman atten paces with them. [The witness related some far- 
ther particulars as to the trial of the pistols, in the presence of 
Mr. Key and major Donelson, which were not distinctly heard). 
Lieutenant Gedney re-examined by Mr. Brent. Was of opi- 
nion that the cap did not explode the second time. 

Mr. Hunter further examined by Mr. Key. Both pistois were 
without caps; but a portion of the cap always remains on the 
hammer; the pistols were in possession of judge Cranch fora 
short time; but since then have been in my possession. 

Judge Cranch examined by Mr. Key. ‘The prisoner on the oc- 
cazion of his first examination did not seem to attend very par- 
ticularly to the evidence given; his manners were cool; but he 
seemed indifferent; do not recollect the prisoner’s remark as to 
proof being necessary of his identity, after the examination of 
the first witness; believe he was asked if he wished to put any 
question, after the examination of each witness; he did not ap- 
pear absent in mind, but rather regardless of what was going 
on; On one occasion did say, ‘‘l“cannot contradict what the 
gentleman has said.”’ 

The foregoing evidence having been gone through on the part 
of the prosecution, 

Mr. W. L. Brent asked permission for the prisoner.to leave 
the court. It was painful to all that he should remain; particu- 
larly so to himself, as his coufisel; and the law did not require 
his presence. 

Lawrence then rose, and addressed himself wildly to the 
judges: what he had done to Jackson, was on account of mo- 
ney which he owed him: he had come there for that purpose; 
he considered all in that court as under him; the United States 
bank had owed him money ever since 1802, and he wanted his 
money; he must have his revenue from that bank. You are 
under me, gentlemen. [Mr. Woodward, the deputy marshal, 
endeavoring to prevail on him to resume his seat, he turned 
round, indignantly, and said, ‘*Mr. Woodward! mind your own 
business, or J shall treat you with severity!’’) It is for me, 
gentlemen, to pass upon you, and not you upon me, 

Mr. Brent again appealed to the feelings of the court to spare 
itself, and the jury, this painful exhibition, by permitting Law- 
rence to depart in custody of the marshal. Why should the 
prisoner be detained on this any more than on other similar oc- 
easions. He felt, for his own part, that he could not do justice 
to the cause of the prisoner if be sat beside him; the very fact, 
that he should take a course in the defence of the prisoner with 
which he was displeased, would prevent it. He hoped the ho- 
norable counsel for the prosecution would permit Lawrence to 
leave the court. 

Mr. Key said, he hoped it was not understood that he object- 
ed to that course; he was neutral on the subject; he had him- 
self no power to grant him leave to depart. 

The court was of opinion that Lawrence should remain until 
proven to be insane. He wouid, however, be permitted to 
withdraw, if it was his own wish so to do. 

(The unfortunate maniac again started up, and denied the 
power of the court to try him; he was his own man, he said, 
and would have his revenue. 

Mr. Brent endeavored, and successfully, to soothe Lawrence, 
by telling him he should have his rights. ‘Ay, but when??? 
To-day, replied his counsel; and he sat down, contentedly, on 
this assurance]. 

Mr. Brent said he thought it quite unnecessary after the able 
exposition of the law of the case, which had been given by the 
counsel for the United States, to trouble the court or jury with 
any further remarks on that subject; he subscribed fully to the 
principles laid down by that learned gentleman; all that remain- 
ed was to prove that the mind of this unfortunate man was in a 
state of morbid delusion. He would proceed to call witnesses 
for this purpose, 


Mr. Redfern sworn. 

Examined by Mr. Brent. Have known Lawrence for sixteen 
years; I married his sister; first observed a change in him in 
1833; in the fall of 1832 he left Washington with an intention, 
as he said, of going to England; he left in November, and re- 
turned again in December, assigning as a reason that the wea- 
ther was too cold; in the spring of the next year, he started 
again to go to New York or Philadelphia; he certainly got no 
farther than Philadelphia; on his return this time, he said the 
people would not let him go; that this government opposed his 
going; that I and Others had prevented ‘him; that he should not 
be able to go, until he gota ship and captain of his own; that 
when he got to Philadelphia, he found all the papers so full 
about him, that he was obliged to come back. After this he 
remained in my house six months, but did nothing; said he had 





§ pocket; saw the powder in the other pistol; took one of the 


no occasion; that he lived on his people; it was very well for 
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men such as me to work, but he had no need; that he had large 
claims on this government, which were now before congress; 
and he used to attend congress regularly; he left my house in 
January, 1834, but, previous to this, had got quarrelsome with 
his sister; said the colored girl laughed at bim, and that he 
would kill her; he said that other people also laughed at him; 
he struck all his sisiers on several occasions, and once took up 
a four pound weight to throw at my wite; i have seen him pass 
since this time, but never have spoken to him since 1833; he 
would go about the house without speaking for days together; 
but would talk and laugh to himself continually in his own 
chamber; it was the general impression of the neighbors that he 
was insane from the beginning of 1833; his father died on Capi- 
tol Hill—I think about the year 1821 or 1822. 

Mr. Brent inquired of the witness if Lawrence held two es- 
tates in England? [On asking Lawrence the names of his es- 
tates, he replied, very gravely, ‘‘Tregear and Kinnany!” and 
they were attached to the crown of Eugland. The witness of 
course answered in the negative]. 

Mr. Redfern farther stated his belief that Lawrence was in- 
sane tot merely on one subject; but was suffering under gene- 
ral derangemeat. 

By Mr. Key. On the occasion when Lawrence struck my 
wife, I took him before squire Waters; he told the magistrate 
he had no power over him to commit him; do not recollect if I 
represented him as a madman; he has done very litthe work 
since 1833; never knew him to drink. 

By Mr. Brent. The prisoner is a painter by trade; used to 
amuse himself by drawing landscapes, sometimes till 10 or 11 
o’clock at night. 

Samuel Drury examined. 


By Mr. Brent. Have known the prisoner 25 years; for the 
last year have observed a change in his conduct; he would talk 
to himself continually in his shop; he would sometimes say. 
*d—n him, he does not know his enemy; [ will put a pisto!l— 
erect a gallows;’’ he conceived himself to be king Richard the 
third of England; and likewise king of this country; this was 
about the latter end of last December, or beginning of January; 
after that, 1 heard him say, ‘*d—n general Jackson! who’s gene- 
ral Jackson???’ On one occasion a black boy called to collect a 
bill, and Lawrence said he would call and pay it; but, as soon 
as the boy had left, he said, *“*d—n him! he don’t know who he’s 
dunning!’?’ He would stand at the door for hours, wrapt in 
thought; and even when I passed him took no notice of me; he 
was continually talking to himself; and would now and then 
burst out into fits of laughter; [ noticed no particular change in 
him as to dress—he was always fond of dress—but I did in his 
conduct and appearance; Il have often said he was a crazy man, 
and have heard others say so; have heard the boys call him 
king Richard; on the morning of his attack on the president, he 
came to the shop at the usual time, and went to a place where 
I could see him through a partition; he was sitting on a chest 
with a book in his hand, laughing; | heard soon after the lid of 
the chest fall, and heard him say, ‘‘1’l) be d—d if I don’t do it;”’ 
he then came out; left the shop, and locked the door. 

By the court. Do not know what book he was reading; it 
Was a very small one. 

By Mr. Key. Lawrence has done some little work within 
the last twelve months; would converse rationally on all sub- 

cts on which he would converse—about landscape painting; 

e would not talk on other subjects; not about politics; do not 
know to whom he alluded when he used the oath I mentioned. 

John H. Drury, examined. 

By Mr. Brent. Am the son of the last witness; know the 
prisoner; he appeared to be always by himself, and wrapt in 
thought; always seemed melancholy, would stand at the door 
in his cloak in the coldest weather; always thought him a 
crazy man. 

By Mr. Key. Never had any conversation with him. 

Mr. Handley, examined. 

By Mr. Brent. Have known Lawrence for twelve or four- 
teen years; when he was a boy; he was apprenticed to Mr. 
Howard, a painter in this city; Mr. H. left Washington, and 
Lawrence then went as apprentice to Mr. Clark at George- 
town, knew, however, but little of him until 1828, when I was 
engaged as a plasterer at the National Hotel; was well pleased 
with him; he was working then as a painter; he was remarka- 
bly steady, and got into business for himself; was always re- 
served; had no acquaintances; was never seen in a tavern; 
never known to drink; in the fall of 1833, he left Washington 
for New York, with the intention, so he said, of embarking 
there for England; where he was going to improve himself in 
landscape painting; he returned, however, in a few weeks, and 
said the reason he did not go was that the weather was so cold. 
I noticed a great change in his manner from this time; he was 
evidently under some strange impression: after this he hired a 
horse frequently to ride to the capitol; he wanted to purchase 
one; but was persuaded it would be better to hire one; he 
bought a saddle and bridle however; he became, also, very fond 
of dress; would change his dress three or four times a day; 
there was not a boot-maker who could fit him; and he would 
stand at the door for hours and speak to no one; he did no 
work all that summer; nor during the winter: early in 1834 I 
was standing near Mr. Redfern’s store, when Mrs. R. came out 
and complained to her husband of Lawrence’s conduct; saying 
she could put up with it no longer; Mr. R. said nothing; she 
went in and Lawrence took her by the shoulders, and either 
pushed er knocked her down; while she was down he snatched 





a four pound weight from off the counter; either myself or M, 
Redfern then seized him; he said he would not go to the jail: 
that the magistrate had no power to commit hin; he said he 
would go if Mr. R. would go. The officer, however, told jin, 
he would have a fine room, well furnished, where Mr. Wa). 
kins used to be; he was pleased, and said he could have jj, 
paintings there, and be very comfortable. He went, I beliey, 
ao this, to reside with another brother in-law at the wavy 
yard. 

The next place at which [saw him was at Mrs. Strother’s. 
it was in the summer of 1833, | think; he left Mrs. Strother'y, 
do not know where he went to; saw him standing ‘at his shop 
door, about the first of June last; | was at that time engaged 
Gadsby’s buildings; his sister applied to me to endeavor to ge, 
him employment; she was under the impression that he was de. 
ranged, but thoughtif he got employment it might settle his 
mind; | thought so too, and endeavored to get him work; he 
came over to ne one day and commenced talking about work, 
advised him to go to work; think he said no one would employ 
him; told bim Mr. Gadsby had been well pleased with his work 
before; but advised him to go to Mr. Purdy, who was now 
working for Mr. Gadsby; he appeared not to like to take day’y 
work; but I told him it was not likely Mr. Gadsby would dis. 
charge Purdy to give him the job; he agreed to work; but on 
the morning he was to come I met him, and he said it was too 
late, as he could only make three-quarters of a day; he went to 
work, however, and continued to work for Mr. Purdy for two 
or three weeks; then told Mr. P. he could not work for the 
same price as other men, and left him; I saw him at work 
again for Mr. P. in November; thought he was deranged from 
his conduct; and so expressed myself to persons in the neigh- 
borhood. 


By Mr. Key. Had not considered him as deranged on all 
subjects; knew that he laid claim to this and the English go- 
vernment. 

Dr. Clark examined. 

By Mr. Brent. It was more than eight years since the pri- 
soner lived with me; lived with me three years; was then a re- 
markably fine boy; rather én exception to the general order of 
boys; reserved in his manner; but industrious, and of good mo- 
ral habits; have seen the young man repeatedly of iate; thought 
there was a strange difference in his appearance and manners 
during the last eighteen months; he was always neat and clean- 
ly; but had of late been much given to dress; had worn musta- 
chios, too; had thought his mind had undergone some change; 
his countenance too, which used to be florid, had of late ap- 
peared pallid, as it now did; and there was an altered appear- 
ance about the eye; had occasion to have hiin at my office last 
year, on some business in which he had no concern; remarked 
that he was frequently absent whilst [ was talking to him 
about it; and though now and then his mind secmed to catch 
the correct notion, yet at other times he betrayed a want of 
comprehension, and that as to subjects with which he ought to 
have been better acquainted than myself; frequentiy observed 
him stopping at the corner of streets, and gazing round; noticed 
these things with deep regret, for I had been very fond of the 
youth; last time I saw him was the day previous to his attack 
on the president; I was riding into Georgetown about 2 o’clock; 
noticed the peculiarity of Lawrence’s gait and general appear- 
ance; when he got opposite the gate leading to the president's 
house, he stopped; stood gazing there; after riding some way | 
turned in my saddle, and saw him still standing there; had con- 
sidered him insane for the last eighteen months; appeared not 


to understand even subjects ecGunected with the business in 
which he had been engage’, with me. 


By Mr. Key. Dit not state any opinion as to his insanity on 
the day of his examination, because I was not asked; never 
had any conversation with him on the subject of his delusion. 

Mr. Handley, the witness formerly examined, corrected 4 
mistake in the testimony he had given—it was in the spring of 


1834, that Lawrence went to board with Mr. Cuvillier at the 
navy yard. 


James Freyer examined. 

By Mr. Brent. Lawrence boarded at my house for eight 
weeks; when I spoke to him about money, he would say that 
he should shortly have millions; that congress owed him a large 
sum; and that he had to attend there, on the subject, to get il; 
that he had also large estates in England, and was related to 
the crown; on other subjects, he would talk at one time very 
rationally and at others, equally irrationally; one afternoon he 
threatened to blow Mrs. Freyer’s head off, or to cut her throat; 
then told him he must quit; this was sometime in July; did not 
consider him sane or safe, from the time he left my house; 
in October | was going by his shop, and said, seeing him 
there, ‘Lawrence, how do you do??? His answer was, “Go 
to h——! what’s that to you??? Told him I had a due-bill of 
his, and must have my money; “‘you mean to warrant me for 
it, I suppose!’’ he remarked; told him I did not know whether 
I should or not; ‘‘If you do,” said he “I will put a ball through 
your head.’’? [I took outa warrant; and after some difficulty 
he was brought up to squire Waters’ office; who observed that 
he did not consider Lawrence sane; said, I did it more to show 
him I was not afraid of his threats than on account of the mo- 
ney; had no conversation with him since that time. 

By Mr. Key. Got judgment, I think, against him; always 





appeared insane to me when money matters were talked of; d0 


not mean to say I believe him to be totally deranged. 
Mr. Cuvillier examined. 
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Mr. Brent. Have known Lawrence for four years and a 
half; have noticed an alteration in his conduct for eighteen 
months past; Mrs. Redfern requested him to leave; but he would 
not; my wife is sister to Lawrence; I endeavored to persuade 
nim to leave but could not; the reason he assigned for refusing 
to leave was that they hada book in which he kad found out, 
that a large fortune was left him in England, said be had no 
deeds Or papers; saw the book afterwards, it was an old book 
entitled Entick’s British Empire; printed in 1774; had remon- 
strated With him on his foolish notion; and told -him his best 
fortune was in his fingers, and that if he did not leave, Mr. R. 
would put him in jail; he said they could not, and that no per- 
son yet knew who he was; that was the first time [ discovered 
him to be insane; since then has boarded with me; used to at- 
tend congress every day; would not work when urged by his 
sister, replied, ‘Oh, you are a fool, you know as well ae TI, 
what my claim is!’’ he left my house, and we saw no more of 
him until last October; he then agreed with me to paint my 
nouse; but did not; one Sunday came just before dinner, but 
would not stay to dine; said he was wanted instantly, and was 

oing to take a passage to Alexandria; he went the following day 

to Baltimore; heard no more of him till November; it is the 
opinion Of his friends that he has been deranged for the lasi 
18 months on particular subjects. 

By Mr. Key. Considered him as deranged as to particular 
subjects only, can talk rationally on others. 

Thomas Smith examined. 

By Mr. Brent. Has known Lawrence for years; previous to 
December 1832, was a prudent, sober, industrious young man; 
but reserved in his manners; on returning from New York, 
came to purchase a horse of mine; I persuaded him to hire one 
instead, and he did so; butsaid I had nota saddle good enough, 
and bought one for himself; he hired the horse four or five 
times a Week; in the winter of 1833, he became extravagant in 
dress; had had two suits sent home in one day; said nene would 
fit; and that the tailors had combined to spoil his clothes; it was 
in the spring of °33, I first remarked a change in him; he be- 
came violent, and immoral in his habits; had frequent difficulties 
with his sisters on that account; he now hired two horses, one 
with a side saddle; was frequently riding about with a female, 
who was discovered to be a woman of loose character. Mrs. 
Redfern then insisted he should leave the house, which he re- 
fused to do; one day at dinner he seized Mr. R. by the collar; 
he told me he should insist on his leaving; [ advised him, if so, 
to get a warrant; but thought it would be better to get him 
locked up in the poor house as a deranged man, where medical 
aid might be had, and his mind possibly restored; was in the 
habit of firing pistols out of the window at night; various other 
acts of violence were committed by him during the summer; 
and [ then advised his brother-in-law to send him to sea, as I 
had heard of an instance where a sea voyage had hada good 
effect in a similar case. He had considered Lawrence as a man 
of unsound mind for a long time past; judged so from his man- 
ners. 

By Mr. Key. Might not perhaps be deranged on all subjects; 
could not say how far his derangement extended; should think 
he had lost all sense of right and wrong; judge so trom his alter- 
ed habits; believe he would as soon have shot his own sister as 
the president. 

Mr. Laskey examined. 

By Mr. Brent. Have known Lawrence 20 years; his father 
was my uncle; was himself deranged and confined in a room 
frequently, in England; and Lawrence’s aunt died deranged in 
the District. 

Mr. Purdy eramined by Mr. Brenf. Lawrence had been in 
his employ, as stated by Handley; had always thought his con- 
duct curious; was always talking to himself; frequently broke 
out in fits of laughter; never associated with any one. 

—— Gillespie examined. Worked with Lawrence for Mr. 


ny forms of insanity; a person may be entirely insane, yet not 
so as to a Knowledge of the cause of his insanity; he might know 
that it arose from a physical injury for instance; I have visited 
Lawrence twice; consider him laboring under a morbid delu- 
sion on a particular subject, and which has so deeply affected 
the mind, that its effects have extended nearly to all subjects; 
he can talk rationally whilst you can keep him from one sub- 
ject; but is very apt to run into thatfrom any and every sub- 
ject; should distrust his judgment on any point whatever, for 
the reason that he always manages to connect the subject of 
delusion with other subjects; from what I have seen believe his 
attack on the president was so connected, and that therefore he 
was not capable of judging right from wrong as to that act; be- 
lieve it, if so, to have been an act of insanity; cannot, of course, 
tell what might have been his temper at that time; insane per- 
sons may, even in the paroxoysms of the conplaint, talk ra- 
tionally; do not see any thing in the physical appearance of the 
prisoner decisive as to the state of his mind, or the cause of 
that state. 

I saw him last Monday. In the first place asked his name; 
he said Richard Lawrence; be said it was the family name, and 
descended from the crown of England; my object was to induce 
him to converse on subjects not connected with the subject of 
his delusion; he voluntarily stated his supposed descent: I ask- 
ed him as to his education; he said he was not sent to school in 
Engiand; but, that after he came here, his father put him with 
a painter; which he thought very strange, because, as he was 
heir to the crown, he thought he ought to have been sent to 
school to fit him for his station. He then went on and talked 
so incoherently that I cannot repeat his conversation, about 
Rome and Holland, and this country; he said the government 
of all of them properly belonged to him; he said, as to his at- 
tempt on the president, that he had no personal hostility towards 
him; but that he stood in his way; opposed his just claims; and 
therefore he was determined to destroy him; he thought he had 
a party in this country who would espouse his cause, and that 
as soon as the president was removed, his successor would give 
him bis rights; he spoke also in a like incoherent manner about’ 
the bank. Mental derangement cannot always be detected by 
an examination of the forehead; in mania, men sometimes rea- 
son powerfully and coolly; but more generally rave incoherent- 
ly; in some cases they will reason acutely, but generally erro- 
neously; believe, from the conversation of Lawrence, his state 
is that of morbid delusion; and the only question is—is it genu- 
ine or pretended? I believe it is nut feigned. Both conversa- 
tions [I had with him were of a similar character. He relies on 
Mr. Brent’s power to get him out of jail, and procure him his 
rights. 

"By Mr. Key. In lunacy the state of the patient varies; and 
his present may be very different from his state three or four 
weeks ago. 


By Mr. Brent. Should call Lawrence a lunatic. 
By Mr. Key. Should distrust the judgment of the prisoner on 
any subject; madness may be spontaneous, and its cause in- 
scrutable; there are exciting causes in most, but not in all cases, 
Dr. Sewall stated the result of his interviews with Lawrence; 
they were so similar in their details to the evidence and the tes- 
timony of the preceding witness, that we refrain from giving 
the whole of them. He said, that Jackson had been an enemy 
of his family ever since he (L.) was a boy; he complained that 
Jackson withheld from him the funds of the bank of whith he 
was the rightful owner; would treat Van Buren, or any one, 
the same, who pursued the same course; that if an attempt 
should be made to punish him, all the powers of Europe would 
rally to his aid; that his object in calling on the president was 
to get money to assist him to goto Europe, where he had now 
a correspondence; he considered Jackson as nothing more than 
his clerk; he considered him as the cause of all his troubles, his 
loss of business, &c. and believed he was leagued with his bro- 





Purdy; had to work ona scaffold with him near the long bridge; | ther-in-law, Mr. Redfern, to injure him; was not apparently 
his conduct was so strange that he was afraid to work with | able to assign the process by which the removal of Jackson was 


him, and complained to Mr. Purdy on the subject; thought Law- 
rence was mad. 


to enrich him; believe him to be laboring under mania, and not 
monomania; [ believe him, now, to be a madman; and do not 


Dr. Magruder examined by Mr. Brent. Attended Lawrence | consider him as possessing a judgment of right and wrong; cer- 


& year ago for a local disease; he talked so incoherently that I 


Was satisfied he was deranged; no man in his senses would 


tainly not as to any thing connected with general Jackson; I do 
not consider him as a moral agent; and think his attempt on 


have given such reasons as -he did; might have been able to| the president the act of an insane man; do not believe his mad- 
judge right and wrong; but should not like to have trusted his | ness feigned; and believe, if it were, it would be easy of detec- 


judgment to any amount in either matter. 


tion. 


By Mr. Key. Considered Lawrence at that time, mad on By Mr. Key. Formed the same opinion first; was confirmed 


all subjects; but did not try him. 
Dr. Hall examined. ; . 
By Mr. Brent. Had listened to the evidence in this case. 


by all he had seen since: the account published was predicated 
on his first interview; did state that he changed his position to 
avoid wounding Woodbury; did state that the president was 


Mr. Brent. The law says that the existence of reason is ne- | the cause of injuring him along with other mechanics; that if 
fessary to constitute punishable crime; its deprivation renders | he were removed, money would be more plentiful; in pursuing 


the individual dispunishable. What do you call reason? 


many of his propositions he was not able to follow them out; 


. Hall. It is in the popular consideration of the term, the | did state that Jackson was ‘‘a tyrant,’ but did not know that 
Attribute of a sound mind; and supposes the faculty of compar- | he assigned that as a reason for the act; believe he stated that 
lug and judging. Insanity, on the other hand, is habitually and | he read it in all the papers; should have little confidence, but 
palpably, in thought and aet to judge erroneously and absurdly. | do not say he could not make a contract or do work; in our 
Such is the distinction of the two states; though [ confess my- | published paper, said I believed be was laboring under halluci- 
self unable to give a strict definition of the term; in the ideot| nation; am not sure it extended to all subjects; I believe my 
the faculties are altogether defective; in madness they act erro- | colleague, Dr. Causin, meant the same thing; [ cannot say to 
heously; should not call Lawrence an ideot; partial insanity is | how many subjects it extended, as I have not examined him on 
Where the erroneous thought and action is confined to a parti- | all. : 
cular topic or topics; the judgment remaining unimpaired asto| Dr. Bohrer examined. ; 
others; total insanity is where the erroneous judgment extends By Mr. Brent. Lawrence talked rationally till the subject of 





to all subjects; lunacy is a term used to express one of the ma 


. | the occurrence at the capitol was touched upon; and then im- 
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mediately, incoherently, as to the state of the country; told me 
his mother was pious; [I asked him if she taught him the ten 
commandments; then particularly as to the sixth; found him 

tfectly unconscious of any moral or religious responsibility. 
Pr. B. here related a conversation, which was precisely like 
that with the other physicians). Believing him to be laboring 
under total derangement as to his supposed claims; and that as 
to any thing connected with that subject, he is incapable of dis- 
tinguishing betwixt right and wrong; think it very difficult to 
feign monomania so as to deceive a physician; believed it was 
not general insanity, but confined to one subject, namely, that 
Jackson is standing in the way of his claims. 

Dr. Lovell examined. 

By Mr. Brent. Visited Lawrence in jail; in doing so, had 
two objects—first, to ascertain the nature of the delusion; and 
secondly, to see in What manner it was connected with the pre- 
sident. With a view to the former purpose, made inquiries as 
to his family; he answered these questions in part correctly; 
said they had large estates in England; they belonged to him 
and his brother; but they had been defrauded out of them; he 
said they came to him through the family of Fry, and were at- 
tached to the crown of England. I then put other questions to 
him, in order to see how this delusion was connected with the 
president; he ran on for some time in an incoherent strain, as 
to his right te the crown of England—friars—the church of Rome 
—Holland—and this country; he said this country belonged to 
England; that the people here were rebels; asked him how it 
belonged to England, and he said, that the English came here 
and got the land by driving off the Indians; and therefore it was 
theirs; that as he was heir to the crown of England it belonged 
to him; .but that Jackson was leagued with lord Wellington to 
keep him out of his rights; that it was for this reason he had 
refused him money to go to England; asked him if he was not 
aware that the act he had committed was wrong: he said no, 
not if Jackson interfered with him; told him | was an officer in 
the last war, and asked him whether, as he considered the peo 
ple of this country as rebels against the English crown, he would 
not have shot me; he said he should not, unless [ had interfer- 
ed with him; asked him if he would have done the same to Mr, 
Adams or Mr. Monroe; he said Mr. Adams was a good Protest- 
aat, and would not have done as general Jackson had done; 
my next object of examination was to ascertain if he was prac- 
tising deception; his story might have been made up; the result 
was that I believe such was not the fact; that he is actually in- 
sane; could detect nothing to induce me to believe he was 
feigning, he had accounted to my mind, in what way his attack 
bs the president was connected with his supposed rights and 
claims. 

By Mr. Key. Doubt, but not conclusive evidence of decep- 
tion, might arise out of a discrepancy in Lawrence’s mode of 
accounting for the act—as, for instance, that, at another time, 
he should have stated, that he did it because the president had 
injured him and other mechanics, by producing a scarcity of 
money; keeping it locked up in the bank, &c. the want of mo- 
ney was evidently connected, in Lawrence’s mind, with the 
deprivation of his rights. 

Dr. Worthington examined. 

By Mr. Brent. Visited Lawrence on Wednesday last for 


the first time; did not remember to have seen him before; but,’ 


he said, he knew me, and had seen me in Georgetown; said he 
had been there with Dr. Clark as a painter, &c; he was con- 
sistent in this conversation; his language was such as men 
would ordinarily have used; he then went on, in answer to fur- 
ther questions, to state, that he went on to New Yorks that he 
had made money here, and spent it in that city; that he then re- 
turned; that he had been to the president for money; said he 
had demanded of him a check on the bank of the United States. 
In reply to my question, what claim he had on the president, 
he said, the president was the head man of the nation; that he 
had the bank, and the bank belonged to him; and that if he'did 
not give him his money, he or the president must fall; he said 
he was the heir—the term he used was the correct heir, to the 
crown of England; that the land was his; he then went on, and 
talked the most incoherently, about Rome, and Holland, and 
Catholics; could not, | found. bring him to one point for some 
time; he said, that the first time he called on the president he 
had pistols in his pocket, and would have shot him; the second 
time he had not pistols with him; he had not informed the pre- 
sident of it; did not tell any one what he meant to do; but had 
talked so loud, frequently, that he was sure some one must 
have heard; he had done so intentionally—had done so before 
Mr. Drury; his object, he said, was, so that they might let the 
president know; the reason, he said, why the pistols did not go 
off was that they were badly loaded; said le put in the powder 
and ball himself; my impression during the conversation, was 
that I was talking with an insane person—insane in one parti- 
cular; but which insanity had so impaired his reason on other 
subjects that it was impossible to say how far it extended; de- 
tected nothing decisive in his physical appearance, but formed 
my judgment from his conversation; believed his insanity was 
not feigned; and am of opinion thata physician knowing pre- 
viously the real or pretended subject of insanity could easily 
detect the one from the other; I bad this knowledge as to Law- 
rence; believe that as to every act connected in any way with 
the subject of his delusion he is incapable of distinguishing be- 
twixt right and wrong; have formed an opinion that his derange- 
ment is more general from the collateral proof of the testimony 
which has been given to-day. 








By Mr. Key. Was perfectly sane in his conversation ti}! he 

touched on the topic of money. 
_ By Mr. Brent. There are two divisions of mania; one in 
which the patient is dejected and melancholy; this is not the 
kind with which Lawrence is afflicted; his would appear to be 
of that character which is called, in Dr. Rush’s classificatiyy 
astromania—where the notions of the patient are all of an e},! 
vated character; one of the symptoms of mania is an insey,). 
bilty to cold; was struck when FE heard the jailer mention {hj 
as being the’ case with Lawrence; it is a characteristic symptoy 
of mania. 

Dr. Hall re-examined. 

By Mr. Brent. It was a symptom characteristic of gener 
mania. 

Dr. Causin examined. 

By Mr. Key. Attended Lawrence, soon after his commit. 
ment, in company with Dr. Sewall; the statement publisheg 
was made out the same evening. The motive assigned py 
Lawrence for the act he had committed, was, that he blame; 
Jackson for the loss of money which mechanics, and he amoy 
the rest, had sustained through him. My impression now jg 
that, unless he kad been practising deception, he is under the 
influence of false imagination; he said, he was heir to the 
crown of England; that his object in calling on the president 
was twofold; that he wanted to get money; and, with that mo. 
ney, to go to England; he demanded a certain sum, I think one 
thousand dollars. As to the particulars of their conversation, | 
would refer to our published document; inasmuch, as it wag 
made out the same evening; thought his hallucination extended 
to two subjects only; his right to the crown of Great Britain, 
and the blame attachable to gen. Jackson, in keeping him ou 
of money to go there. Is believed by the best writers on the 
subject, that the most proper course which can be pursued ip 
detecting madness, is to touch on the particular point of de- 
rangement, which will then produce a visible excitement, 
They have laid it down, that the mind possesses an internal 
and an external sense; and thatif you touch upon an affected 
point of the one, it must produce an action in the other, there- 
by causing that excitement which I have alluded to; which has 
been wanting, as far I have observed, until this morning, in the 
prisoner; he has been invariably calm and unexcited. It is 
stated by the best writers on monomania, that the subjects of 
the disorder reason correctly from false premises; in the absence 
of any evidence of this, in the circumstances attending the act 
committed by Lawrence, I should say, there was no doubt he 
was laboring under a false imagination. 

Mr. Brent proceeded to examine the witness. [The want of 
silence in the hall, of which the court complained, at this, as 
well as other parts of the trial, rendered it impossible for the re- 
porter to hear the language of Dr. Causin distinctly, so as to be 
able to state, accurately, the metaphysical distinction which he 
drew betwixt false imagination and morbid delusion; and be- 
twixt partial insanity and false imagination}. 

Examination by Mr. Brent, continued. If Lawrence did not 
feign, his claim to the throne of England and of this country, 
would prove him to be under a morbid delusion; as to his re- 
sponsibility, I hold that if a man can discriminate betwixt right 
and wrong, then he is responsible; is very difficult for a physi- 
cian to distinguish betwee feigned and real insanity, except 
in certain cases; would wido read some extracts from several 
celebrated writers on this point. [Mr. Brent observed, that the 
counsel for the prosecution could read them hereafter.] Do 
not think that such cases of insanity are more likely to proceed 
from the mind than the body; one mode of detecting feigned 
from real insanity, is, the absence of excitement when the sub- 
ject of delusion is touched upon; do not mean by the term ex- 
citement, frenzy; do not say; that Lawrence is feigning; God 
forbid I should say so, unless [ had positive proof; merely say, 
that there is an absence of one or two symptome of real insani- 
ty; have seen Lawrence twenty times; called at the jail nearly 
every day; found him, invariably, calm, kind and agreeable; 
but, be would still talk in that erratic manner on the particular 
subject of his false imagination; believe a person insane may 
possess coolness and design, but scarcely judgment; if I saw 
much of it should doubt his being insane; may reason, as I be- 
fore said, correctly, from false premises; no man more so; think 
discrimination was evidentin the circumstances attending the 
act committed by Lawrence; but have no ground to say, be is 
feigning. 

Dr. Bohrer re examined by Mr. Brent. Am embarrassed to 
state what would be the effects of a false imagination; the ima- 
gination may be wrong; the reasoning on it correct; have heard 
the evidence of to-day; believe the prisoner’s present state 0! 
mind has been coming on gradually for some time. 

Dr. Sewall re-examine’ hy Mr. Brent. By the term halluct- 
nation, used in the first publication, meant insanity; the state 
of an unsound mind; do not think the prisoner feigns; but think, 
that if he had done so, it might easily be detected; think bis 
disorder has been coming on for these eighteen months; there 
is a strong family pre-disposition to madness, according to the 
evidence of one of the witnesses; this would be quite sufficient 
to account for the state of the prisoner, without any ober 
cause, mental or physical. 

By Mr Kev. Believe a physician would decide him ‘© de I" 
sane, from his very appearance, his attitude, his mai..er, !!8 
aspect; think any discriminating man would judge him to be 
so, from these outward appearances; do not think insanity 
could be feigned so easily as drunkenness, which latter would 
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be in a great degree a mere physical deception; believe the 
tate of the prisoner’s mind is indicated by the general expres- 
on of his countenance; but particularly of his eye; there is m 
ry that particular appearance, which a medical man can at once 
. rceive, although he may not be able well to describe it. 

ee Mr. Brent. Never knew a case in which a person coun- 
terfeited madness on‘a particular subject; was always general 
madness; would be much more difficult to feign the former. 

By Mr Key. Had read Shakspeare’s play of Hamlet; had seen 
it performed, but many years ago: thought it difficult to say 
whether an actor could so well depict the monomania ot that 
character as to make a person believe it a reality. 

Mr. Serrin examined. 

Have known Lawrence 4 or 5 years; have had very little to 
do with him, except as an officer, when he whipped his sister; 
am no judge of insanity; he behaved odd; when Mr. Freyer 
gave me @ warrant, Lawrence put his hand on me, and seized 
we; Dut after he got into the street he went quietly with me. 

Mrs. Shields saw nothing strange in Lawrence’s conduct, 
whilst he boarded in her house, except his silence. 

Mr. Shields knew nothing about Lawrence, or any one of 
the boarders. 

John Davis who boarded there at the saine time, bore testi- 
mony to Lawrence’s peculiar habits. 

Mr. Ball, the prison keeper, testified to Iawrence’s insensi- 
bility to external cold, (which had been stated by one of the 
medical Witnesses to be a symptom of monomania); he would 
iet his fire go out on the coldest day, and sit in his shirt sleeves. 

Mr. Gadsby had employed Lawrence formerly as a painter; 
was a good workman; had noticed nothing peculiar in bis man- 

er. 

" Mr. Brent said he would not trouble the jury with any re- 
marks; but leave them to decide on the evidence they had | 
beard. 

The court handed to the jury the verdict given in the case of 
Hadfield. 

They then retired, and in about five minutes returned the 
following verdict: **We find him not guilty, he having been 
under the influence of insanity at the time he committed the 
act.”? 

The court then ordered that Lawrence should be remanded, | 
and be made as comfortable, and treated as well as his situa- 
tion would permit, until some further provision could be made 
io prevent him doing further mischief. 

—— 8 © Orr 


CIRCUIT COURT SYSTEM OF THE UNITED STATES. 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1835. 

On motion of Mr. Frelinghuysen, the senate proceeded to the 
consideration, as in committee of the whole, of the bill supple- 
mental to the act to amend the judicial system of the United 
States; and the blanks therein having been filled up for the 
times of sitting of the several courts, &c. as suggested by Mr. 
Frelinghuysen. 

Mr. Benton rose and said, he felt himself bound to oppose the 
bill. He could not think of permitting such a measure as that 
to go through the senate, without making every resistance to It 
which it was in his power to put forth; for, so far as concerned 
his section of the country, it was a perfect monstrosity. It gave 
them a judicial circuit which was to extend—where? Why, al- 
most from the Gulf of Mexico to Lake Michigan—from the tor- 
rid to the frigid zone; and a term was to be held once a year! 
The senator had better at once have proposed that a court 
should be held once in 20 or 30 years! The two senators from 
Indiana and Illinois had informed him (Mr. B.) thatthey were 
not consulted as to the provisions contained in the bill; and his 
colleague, too, had also given him to understand the same tliing. 

Mr. Frelinghuysen said: does the honorable gentleman’s col- 
league say he Was not consulted? 

Mr. Linn replied, that he had been spoken to by the honora 
ble senator, and that he (Mr. L.) had suggested an amendment, 
which was made to the bill. 

Mr. Frelinghuysen said he had understood from a member of 
the judiciary committee, to whom he gave the times of holding 
the courts, about a fortnight ago, that western senators prefer- 
red inserting that provision when the bill should be called up. 
He, (Mr. F.) therefore, could not help expressing his astonish- 
ment at what the honorable senator from Missouri (Mr. Ben- 
ton) had said. 

Mr. Benton continued. He believed the gentleman near him, 
from Alabama, (Mr. King), was not consulted. The two gen- 
lemen from I!inois were not consulted. So that there were 
six senators with whom there bad not been the slightest consul- 
lation upon the structure of this bill. It is the first time in the 
history of the American senate, of a bill having been framed, 
making provision for three eutire states, without consultation 
With the six senators of those states: and, therefore, when this 
bill was reported, he determined it should not pass without em- 
Phatical opposition from him, before the senate and the whole 
American people. This important bill is brought up here dur 
ing a short session, and atthe eleventh hour, for rearranging 
the whole judicial system of the United States. As regards fill- 
ing these blanks, Mr. B. said, that, so far as Missouri was con- 
cerned, as to time, he had as lief it was filled with doomsday; 
‘nd, as to distance, with the antipodes. His constituents would 
hot be bamboozled with such a bill, A circuit of such extent 
Was mockery, mockery, mockery, to the people of Missouri. 
Under the name of a circuit court, there is a total impossibility 








be a judge, will suffer himself to be appointed for it. 
the circuit. 
take a huge ledp over Tennessee and Kentucky, the Cumber- 
land and Ohio rivers, and then alight on the borders of Lake 
Michigan. 
circuit. 
purposes? 
pose, and an object which is not visible on its face. 


of the people. 


that Mr. Benton moved to go into executive session, for the 
purpose of despatching the executive business on hand. He 
never made any such motion, nor any movement in favor of 
such a nomination as that alluded to. But it was made 40 days 
ago. 
o_o body don’t know that we have slept? and now, at the end 
of 40 days we are to be bamboozled, and the western senators 
are to suffer such a bill to pass without opposing it? 
an old maxim, that “‘there are many ways to kill a dog; and 
‘‘there are two ways to drown a man.” 
overboard, and another is, to “scuttle the ship and let him go to 
the bottom.’? 
perfectly intelligible, to senators at least. | 
sent to receive the salary and perform such duties. Mr. B. then 
alluded to the number of circuits and terms in the eastern states, 
and contended that there was no impartiality in extending the 
proposed circuit over such an immense district, giving to it only 
one term a year. 
expectations which they will never realize. 
plaint with respect to the present organization? 
is now no judge on the supreme court bench having a know- 
ledge of the practice of the civil law. 
north should be sent to New Orleans the same difficulty would 
exist—he would have no knowledge of the civil law. 
ought, therefore, to be a judge upon the supreme court bene 
from Louisiana. 
fore did not know how this judge was to be shot from one end 
of this circuit to the other. 
steam? 
from New Orleans to Lake Michigan, must depend on a series 
of connecting conveyances. 
organizing this circuit till We have arrived ata greater art in 
wrial navigation. 
south, be transported by one of those flights of wild geese, which 
periodically emigrate from the north, if he could manage to have 
his car attached to them. 
thing more than mere appearances to induce the people to sup- 
pose that this bill is introduced for the purpose of extending ju- 
dicial circuits to the west. 

given to Louisiana; and although we desire its benefits also, 
yet we are willing to give it to Louisiana, and wait till justice 
can be done us under the census of 1840. We come in tothe 
aid of Louisiana, and therefore we are willing that the bill should 
be amended so as to give to her two courts a year, and a judge 
of the supreme court. 
shall be a chief justice and eight associate judges of that court. 
The 8th circuit to be formed of Louisiana, Alabama and Missis- 
sippi, and the judge to be appointed in that circuit and reside 
there. 
transferring the business of the district court into the circuit 
court, which he believed was wanting in the bill, 








in the way of carrying it into execution. No man, who is fit to 














Look at 
Louisiana is at one end of it; and then you are to 


The middle of this distance is cut off by another 
Can such a circuit be thought possible for practicat 
The only result can be, to answer a temporary pur- 


What is the object of this bill? Certainly nothing for the good 
Mr. B. said he had seen, in some of the papers, 


Do we suppose here, that the people are blind, and that 


There is 
One is to throw him 


He might speak in enigmas, but they would be 
No man would eon- 


It is said to be only deluding the people with 
What is the com- 
It is that there 


And if a judge from the 
Ther 


He said he had not seen the bill, and there- 


How are you to transport him? By 
There is no steam to effect it. And to get over land 


lie thought we ought to wait for 


Or perhaps the judge might, in his journeys 
Sir, said Mr. B. it will require some- 


We say that this circuit should be 


The amendment proposes that there 


There is also a section in the amendment providing for 


Hie concluded by offering an amendment to the bill, the effect 


of which was, to leave the present circuit courts precisely as 
they stand at this time, and to add an eighth judge, to be assign- 
ed to the states of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama—thus 
leaving all the north western circuits for the present unsupplied. 


Mr. B. then moved to have this amendment to, or substitute 
for, the bill, printed; that the bill be laid on the table for the 
present, aud that the senate proceed to the consideration of ex- 


ecutive business. 


Mr. Benton withdrew his motion to lay the bill on the table 
at the request of 

Mr. Frelinghuysen, who said: I did not expect the kind of op- 
position that has assailed this measure. The senator from Mis- 
souri (Mr. Benton) has been pleased to denounce the billasa 
monstrosity, and charge it with the effect of bamboozling his 
constituents and all the west. Sir, I am not disposed to be 
moved by hard words; they certainly cannot enlighten, and they 
do not intimidate. The proposition, that has lead to this mea- 
sure, was submitted to the consideration of the senate in the 
honest discharge of my public duty, with no purpose, inconsist- 
ent with a just regard to the claims of every portion of our com- 
mon country. What is the complaint made by the honorable 
senator? Why, he gravely urges thé geographical extent of the 
new circuit, and that it unites the torrid with the frigid zone; 
that it brings the very extremes together. Well, sir, if such 
have been the facilities in travel, that far distant regions are 
brought near, does it not become us to improve these advanta- 
ges, and accomplish important public and national benefits? 
Why, the judge of this circuit can readily, with ease and plea- 
sure, reach his most distant district in about one week. Sir, 
the waters of that noble river, the Mississippi, wash the shores 
of every state that will constitute this circuit, and hundreds of 
steamboats are constantly in motion through its whole length, 
The truth is, large as is the territory of these four states, the 
labors of the judge will be less onerous than the duties which 
devolve on the judge of the first circuit, composing the s 
of Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Rhode Ieland. 
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It is indeed a strange charge to hear of this plan, that it will, 
in the language of the senator, **bamboozle” the west, when, 
sir, this very plan is in terms recommended by the president of 
the United States in his late message to congress. 


The executive, ever since he came into office, has presented 
to the legislature the claims of the new states to a participation 
Of the judicial privileges enjoyed by their sister states. Lt was 
@ part of bis duty, and he has not neglected i; and the senate 
will hear in the extract Which I shall read from bis late mes- 
sage, how the president proposes relief for the west. ‘These are 
his words: “Your attention is again respectfully invited to the 
defect which exists in the judicial system of the United States. 


Nothing can be more desirable than the uniform operation of 


the federal judiciary throughout the several states, all of which, 
standing On the same footing as members of the union, have 
equal rights to the advantages and benefits resulting from its 
laws. ‘This object is not attained by the judicial acts now in 
force, because they leave one-fourth of the states without cir- 
cuit courts. It is Undoubtedly the duty of congress to place all 
the states on the same fvoting in this respect, either by the ecre- 
ation of an additional number of associate judges, or by an en- 
largement of the circuits assigned to those already appointed, so 
as to include the new states.” ‘Thus, you perceive, sir, that the 
bill is um perfect harmony with the views of the president. It is 
a direct response to his intimation. It does enlarge the circuit 
system for tue very purpose of including the new states. It 
proposes to absorb the fourth circuit in the third and fifth—a 
measure without the least difficulty, and thereby grant the be- 
nefit of another judge to the new states. 


i ‘The vacancy that has happened in the circuit eonstsung of 
Delaware aud Maryland, does not require of itself the services 
of a judge. Both ihese states may be assigned either to the 
third circuit, or divided to the third and fifth. If the bill then 
*bamboozies”’ the west, | have bigh authority to sustain me— 
authority which the houoradvle senator never fails to eulogise as 
the purest and most patriotic. 


I have some reason to complain of the honorable senator, 
when he said that he had ‘*uot looked into the bill?’ to see 
what were the times at which the judges of the new circuit 
**was to be shot off from the one end of his territory to the 
Other.”? Surely, sir, he should have luoked and digested and 
fully understood it all, before he made it the matter of discus- 
sion, in his place, as a senator. ‘The bill proposes but one cir- 
cuit annually, and [am assured by genticmen from the west, 
that this will be quite sufficient for the satisiactory administra- 
tion of public justice iu those states. 

But, Mr. President, on the subject of this new circuit, it was 
distinctly stated, on the introduction of the proposition into the 
senate, that this branch of it would be left entirely with the se- 
nators from the west. Should they prefer to leave the arrange- 
ment of their circuits to another session, no one could desire to 
press it. But that it was important, and of bigh obligation in 
the senate, to avail itself of a vacancy on the Atlantic section, 
and, by an enlargement ot the circuits, be prepared, at a pro- 
per occasion, and by no increase, or no dangerous increase, of 
judges, to spread the benefits of our system to every member of 
the union. 

Mr. Ewing rose and asked, what, practically considered, was 
the question under discussion? The subject now before the se- 
nate had been presented to it along time since. The vote of 
the senate bad been taken upon it, and it was referred to a 
committee. Was it not the duty of gentlemen to apply for in- 
formation to the committee, and not expect the committee to 
waiton them? The senator’s (Mr. Benton’s) complaint against 
the committee was without foundation. I[t was urged as an 
objection that courts were held upon this circuit (Ohio) but 
once a year. Let gentlemen look practically at this matter, 
and see whether that was a proper subject for complaint. 
What was the object of these courts? That citizen might sue 
citizen of the same states? Notatall. They were for the sole 
purpose of affording a fair and just tribunal to foreigners and 
citizens of other states, to bring suits in the state where the 
court may be established. Why, then, hold the court more 
than once a year? It might be said, in order that citizens 
might bring suits in this court, rather than in the state courts. 
Was it, then, so great a favor to the citizens of the state, that 
foreigners should be induced to bring suits in the circuit court, 
rather than the courts of the state? Were not the ends of jus- 
tice as well answered by having this court once a year, as by 
having it twice? In Mississippi, Missouri, Illinois, and India- 
na, this court need not be held more than once a year. If any 
constitutional question was involved, suit would be brought in 
this court. In Ohio, where the court was held twice a year, 


the business was done in summer, not in winter. We were 
told this was a mockery to the people of the west. Why was 
itso? Because they could not be sued in this court. With re- 


gard to all constitutional questions, a court once a year, was 
sufficient for all the states west, except Louisiana. He was 
not ambitious to have the courts of the United States held of- 
tener than this; nor desirous of enabling persons to bring suits 
in the circuit courts. It was said that the circuit in question 
was & monstrous one, extending from zone to zone, and impos- 
ing difficulties upon the judges. Now, what had the judges to 
do? The courtat New Orleans lasted for two or three weeks. 
In Mississippi, about one week. At St. Louis, a little longer; 
and in Iilinois, about halfas long. In Ohio, there were about 
a million of inhabitants; and the business done there was in 


$8. 
proportion. The time of the judges on this circuit would he 
less than that required for the eastern district of New York 

As to the faeilities of transportation, was the gentleman (Mr. 

Benton) serious in what he had said upon this subject? ‘py, 
route was without labor or loss of time. What was the dis. 

tance from Vandalia to Mississippi? About a hundred Ihiles 

whether by means (as insinuated by the senator from Missour), 
Mr. Benton), of flying dragons, the wings of peacocks, or thos, 
of wild geese. 

Mr. King, of Alabama, said he recollected well that the West 
and south west had been deprived of the advantages of the juqj. 
cial system merely in consequence of the inability of gentie. 
men to make up their minds as to the arrangement of the cir. 
cuits. That time, however, had now gone by, and if they ep. 
tertained the opinion that the present system which nad been 
already tried in the old states was a good one, could honorable 
senators with any propriety withhold its advantages from {hp 
western states? He thought not. The general impression 
seemed to be that the system was beneficial. He should pre- 
fer that the arrangement of the circuits should be made accord. 
ing to the geographical position of the several states, be peria- 
nentin its character, and extend to all of them alike. The aq. 
ditional expense attendant upon giving those benefits to the 
south and west, ought not to deter senators from bestowine 
them. He could not but regret that the subject had net beep 
brought forward at an earlier period of the session. He thought 
it would be better to recommit the bill, with instructions to re- 
port the bill giving an additional judge to Louisiana, Alabama 
and Mississippi. 

Mr. Bibb observed that there was one circumstance the advyo- 
cates of the bill seemed not to have regarded, and that was— 
that these six states, to which it was proposed to extend the 
circuit system, had, for more than fourteen years, been denied 
the benefit of it. In all criminal cases affecting the life or liber. 
ty of a citizen the opinion of the district judge was final and 
conclusive, without any appeal whatever. And, in regard to 
civil cases, the decision of the judge was equally determinate, 
Now, this was a very great grievance. Congress had gone on 
for years, apparently forgetting that justice was the most sa- 
cred privilege of the citizen, and ought to be equaily dispensed 
toall. It was strange—it was an anomaly that in a new coun- 
try where so many difficulties arose, the rights of the eitizens 
should depend on a single voice. In Louisiana, especially, 
where many crimes occuring On the high seas had to be inves- 
tigated and decided upon, by whom was that decision to be 
made? Why by a single district judge of inferior qualifications. 
This, then, could not be right—it was manifestly wrong. 
Some gentlemen he knew to be in favor of separating the cir- 
cuit and supreme courts altogether. Now, this was also his 
opinion; and he was free to declare, it was his construction of 
the constitution. The circuit system, however, had gone into 
operation, and therefore he gave up the notion of carrying that 
object into effect at the present time. He thought that the du- 
ties to be imposed upon the western judges would be rather too 
laborious; and he bad made up his mind that a re-organization 
of the circuit system ought now to take place, as they should 
avail themselves of the vacancy which had occurred on the su- 
preme bench. He imagined that he had a better arrangement 
in view, and one that was likely to last for many years to come 
—it was, to create an additional judge, making the supreme 
court to consist of eight judges. This arrangement, he thought, 
would be feund very convenient hereafter when Florida, Ar- 
kansas, or Michigan, should be admitted into the union, as the 
western circuits could be then easily enlarged, without making 
any one circuit too onerous. He was willing to vote for one 
or the other proposition, bat still he should prefer the latter, 
because it was evident that an additional judge would be re- 
quired before long. 


Mr. Black said that the circuit system should be either ex- 
tended to all the states alike, or abolished altogether. He con- 
ceived there was a great objection in extencing the system, if it 
was to be done by increasing the number of judges. The plan 
of the senator from New Jersey was not impracticable; but his 
(Mr. B’2) own preference in regard to the matter was this—that 
the fourth circuit should be entirely abolished, or added to one 
or two other circuits, and that two circuits should then be cre- 
ated in the west. He entertained no doubt that ultimately eight 
judges would be appointed. There were now two territories, 
which, when admitted into the union, as they soon must be, 
congress could not resist an application to increase the number 
of judges to eight. The plan which he had proposed, even if it 
were considered a bad one, he should prefer to having none at 
all, for it would at least extend to the people of the west some 
relief. He thought this now a fair opportunity for the people of 
the west and south west to obtain an equal participation in the 
benefits which the old states have derived from the circuit sys- 
tem. He would say, and in perfect good feeling, that he had 
voted for the appointment of the last judge of the circuit court 
he should ever vote for, until the circuit system was carried in- 
to full effect throughout the United States. He preferred the 
amendment of the gentleman of Missouri, and should vote for 
it. If, however, it did not prevail, then he would go for the bil! 
as it stood. . 

Mr. Hendricks remarked that he should vote for the bill as tt 
stood before the amendment which had been offered. The va- 
cancy which had occurred on the supreme bench, struck him 43 
a favorable opportunity for giving a judge to the new states. 





The western states had been deprived of the benefits of the ¢it- 
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cuit court system ever sence they bad entered into the union, 
and it was right that all the states should partake of the judicial 
system. It had been said that the senate ought to adopt the 
amendment of the senator from Missouri, because the territo 

ries Ol Michigan and Arkansas might soon be admitted into the 
yuion. He (Mr. Hendricks) would merely say, ‘‘sufficient for 
the day 1s the evil thereof,”” They could be provided for at the 
proper ume. 

Mr. Buchanan said he should not have risen to make any re- 
marks upon the subject, but he believed the propitious moment 
jad at length arrived when justice might be done to the west. 
The people of the western states had a right to complain, and 
1o complain loudly, that the circuit court system had never been 
extended tothem. It must be admitted, however, that their 
yepresentatives, in this and the other house, had, in a great de 

ree, been the Cause of this injustice. Whilst he had been a 
yember Of the house of representatives, be had exerted all his 
feeble powers, first under the lead of the gentleman from Mas- 
achusetts, (Mr. Webster), and afterwards as chairman of the 
judiciary committee, to do justice in this particular to the west- 
er states. Every effort had hitherto been in vain, chiefly for 
want of acordial and united effort of the western geutlemen 
themselves, 

Although no practical benefit has yet resulted from the re- 
peated discussions of this subject, yet a great and important 
principle has been settled. At first, many gentlemen, whose 
opinions were entitled to great consideration, thought it best to 
detach the judges of the supreme court from circuit duties, and 
convert them into a mere court of appeals. He believed that 
very few, ifany, now entertained such an opinion. The truth 
was, that no man can be a useful judge of the supreme court 
who has not an opportunity of acquiring a practical knowledge 
on the circuit of the conflicting and ever varying laws of the 
diferent states. It is thus, and thus only, that he can bring 
with him to Washington and contribute his proportion of that 
sort of local state law which can never be acquired in any other 
manner. The judges of a mere appellate tribunal never could 
aud never would acquire, by study alone a zufficient knowledge 
of twenty-four distinct and clashing systems of the state laws 
and customs. 

ithas been established, that our present judicial system shall 
notbe abandoned. This being the case, no man can doubt but 
that it mast be extended to the six western states. Nature her- 
self has cleatly divided these states into two circuits. The 
three south western states, Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana, 
ought to form one circuit; and the three north western states, 
Indiana, IMinois and Missouri, the other. Before he sat down, 
he should make a motion to recommit the bill to the judiciary 
committee, With instructions to create those two circuits. 

Mr. B. believed that the circuit, as proposed by the bill under 
consideration, was far too extensive. It was possible, indeed, 
that the judge might be able to travel over it, though the places 
of holding the courts were very remote from each other. But 
was there nothing more necessary? The judge must acquire an 
accurate knowledge of the laws of each of the states within his 
circuit. This was a work of time and labor. Every state in 
the union had its own system of laws, and these were constant 
ly changing, according to the will of twenty-four distinct legis 
latures. Ifa judge were to be kept constantly on the road, he 
could never acquire the Knowledge necessary to make him use- 
lultothe country. The proposed circuit was greatly too large. 
He would again repeat, that nature had already formed the two 
circuits in the west, which he should propose to establish. 
Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana, were not more closely 
connected by their position, than they were in feeling and in in 
lerest. The same might be said of Indiana, Illinois and Mis- 
sour. He trusted the time had now arrived when these cir- 
cuits night be formed. In order to try the sense of the senate 
upoa the subject, he now moved, 

“That the bill be recommitted to the committee on the judi- 
tary, with instructions to amend the bill, to create two new 
Circuits, the one to consist of the states of Louisiana, Alabama 
Mississippi, and the other of the states of Indiana, Illinois and 

issouri.?? 

Mr. Clay said he wished to make but one or two observations 
on the general subject, rather for the purpose of vindicating the 
general government than for any other particular object. A ha- 
bit had been for some time indulged in of complaining of the 
feat injustice done by the federal government in not measur- 
ing Out to all the states alike those benefits which flowed from 
ohe common source. The complaint was that the circuit court 
jurisdiction was not extended to the new states. And what, he 
Would ask, was the real state of the fact? With regard to Ken- 
lucky, she was admitted a member of the union in 792, and had 
hot the benefit of a circuit court till 1807. Tennessee was ad- 
mitted into the union about the same time, and was placed in 

®eame situation. They did not complain of the great injustice 
one them. The real state of the fact was that the circuit 
‘ourt system was prevalent in all the old states. ‘The whole 
*ttent of the complaint by the new states was this, that the 
‘ame justice which was administered there by one judge only 
Was administered in the old states by two. 


Why, in most of the states a single judge conducted the cri- 
minal as well as the civil business of the court. In Kentucky, 
where the circuit system prevailed, there was but one judge, 
and he tried both civil and criminal cases. In Virginia, North 

*rolina and Ohio, they had what was formerly called a ‘*buck- 
*ye” judge, who sat on the bench with two judges, who were 
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unlearned—not lawyers—and three constituted a court. Ken- 
tucky, too, had formerly a ‘‘buck-eye”’? judge, and he believed 
some Other states had also. 

It was right, be must admit, that all the states should be put 
on the same footing. He thought there should be two judges 
appointed. His principal object, however, in rising, was to vin- 
dicate the general government from this eternal complaint, the 
tendency of which was felt, and to be deplored; for all would 
rather hear of the good effects of the measures of the govern- 
ment. Several years ago, and during the administration of Mr. 
Adams, a bill was introduced into the other house to extend the 
circuit system to the new as well as the old states, and be be- 
lieved it would have passed; but what was its fate? Gentle- 
men need only te look at the journal. He would merely state 
an historical fact—that it was defeated in the senate, and that, 
too, upon party grounds. The bill, as was said by the senator 
from Pennsylvania, was introduced again ana again, from year 
to year, after that, and was again defeated by western gentle- 
men for some cause or other, 

Now he (Mr. Clay) hoped with this state of the case, the se- 
nate and the country would be satisfied there had been no act 
of injustice intended by the general government towards the 
new states; that there was no intention to do manifest injustice 
to them or any other of the members of this union. 

He was in favor of the bill; but be did not care, like the gen- 
tleman froin Mississippi, (Mr. Black), which of the two plans 
proposed was adopted. But he was satisfied, from a conversa- 
tion he had had with some gentlemen, that the middle circuit 
night be dispensed with entirely, and a considerable expense 
would be thus saved to the country. The facility of the inter- 
course between the tour states which it was proposed to unite 
in one cireuit—the similarity of their Jurisprudence—the per- 
sonal convenience of the judge—in short, all those considera- 
tions which should control the exereise of our judgment, con- 
spired to recommend the plan proposed. Besides the utility of 
the measure, it was the imperative duty of congress to avail it- 
self of the existing vacancy, in order that justice might be dis- 
pensed with an equal hand; to secure which it was indeed ne- 
cessary that another judge should be appointed, as the new 
states were at presentin want of an additional judge. He had 
no great objection—none, whatever, if he must express the 
truth—to increasing the number of United States supreme court 
judges to eight: in fact, be had no objection, if it was necessa- 
ry to supply the wants of the new states, and those territories 
which would probably become states before Jong, to give as 
many as twelve. And his reasons for that were, that the su- 
preme court of the United States was no ordinary court. It was 
not like the English courts; it was not like any other court upon 
earth; it was a high political tribunal, as well as a court of jus- 
tice. It was invested with power to fix, to determine the con- 
stitution of the United States, in all those instances in which it 
was called upon to interpret that instrument. In cases of liti- 
gation, argued before that court, as, for instance, between A 
and B, in which a constitutional question was involved, it had 
to declare what was the meaning of the constitution. That 
tribunal possessed a vast power—a power too great for any tri- 
bunal, but it was found impossible to dispense with it. It was 
a power which he would not consent to remain in any court, 
however respectable it might be, if he could coneeive of any 
other practicable mode of deciding such important questions as 
frequently came before it. There was no appeal from the de- 
cision of the supreme court—it was a court to which the last 
appeal only could be made: it was, in fact, a court invested 
with powers and authority transcending those which were pos- 
sessed by the court of cassation—by the house of lords them- 
selves, or any other tribunal known upon the habitable globe, 
if the supreme court were limited solely to questions of proper- 
ty, without drawing within the scope of its power high consti- 
tutional questions, then a smaller number of judges would be 
sufficient; but, as that was not the case, a greater number were 
necessary; and they should be drawn too, from all parts of the 
country, so that they might embody among them the feelings 
and sympathies of the people at large. He repeated he had no 
objection to increasing the number of judges; at the same time, 
be thought congress ought to avail itself of the services of the 
judge who had offered to perform the additional duties he had 
mentioned. 

Mr. Frelinghuysen moved to amend the instructions to the 
committee by adding ‘‘and so to arrange the third and fourth 
circuits as to form on the whole eight circuits.”’ 

The yeas and nays were ordered on this amendment. 


Mr. King, of Alabama, said that the senator from Kentucky 
had remarked that the western states were habitually complain- 
ing of the action of the general government. Alabama had, 
perhaps, complained less than some other states; and he (Mr. 
K.) would ask—did the honorable senator mean to say, that, 
when the new states had been so long represented in this se- 
nate, and that, too, without having the benefits of the circuit 
system extended to them, that they had no reason to complain? 
that they had no right to seek redress for their grievances? 
Surely he could not. Those states were fully justified in com- 
plaining, and they would continue to complain until they were 
put upon the same footing as other states. He thought that an 
additional judge would be sufficient. He trusted that the bill 
would be recommitted, without instructions; leaving it to the 
committee to arrange the circuits; because, if that were not 
done, a discussion might ensue, which, at that period of the 





seasion was to be deprecated: time being then so very precious, 
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Mr. Clay remarked, that the only question which the senate 
had to decide was, whether one judge, exercising the circuit 
court jurisdiction, could be usefully entrusted to try causes 
under $2,000, or whether two were necessary? But he must 
say, there was no crying injustice either felt or intended, as 
imputed in the course of the argument on this subject. 

Mr. Leigh should concur in any plan that would extend the 
benefits of the circuit system to the new states. He entertain- 
ed most fully the opinion that those states would derive great 
advantages from having a supreme court judge, as cases from 
the circuit court could be determined forthwith on the spot, 
instead of being sent to the supreme court at Washington. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Frelinghuysen’s amend- 
ment, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Beil, Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 
Ciay, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Goldsborough, Grundy, Hendrick~, 
King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Knight, Linn, McKean, 
Mangum, Morris, Naudain, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 
Robinson, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Waggaman, Webster, White—34, 

NAYS—Messsrs. Buchanan, Clayton, Cuthbert, Hill, Kane, 
Kent, Leigh, Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge—10. 

The bill was then recommitted with instructions. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday, February 24, 1835. 

‘T'he dill from the senate relative to the establishment of a 
judicial circuit in the United States, being presented by the 
chair— 

Mr. Foster suggested to the house the consideration of the 
question, whether it was worth the while of the house to refer 
this bill to the committee on the judiciary, inasmuch as that 
committee had reported that it would be impossible for the 
house fo act upon it during the present session. He moved to 
commit it to a committee of the whole on the state of the 
union. 


Mr. Beardsley thought the bill too important to be acted on 
by the house without its first going through the investigation of 
a standing committee of the house. 

Some conversation ensued between Messrs. Foster, Mercer, 
Wilde, Thomas, of Md. and Clay. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Clay, Mr. Foster modified his mo- 
tion so as to include the printing of the bill. 

Mr. Wilde demanded the previous question, which motion 
was not, however, seconded by the house—ayes 68, noes 74, 

Mr. Coulter could see no reason why there should be any 
departure, in this case, from the ordinary course. The bill 
Was a most important one, involving the lives and properties of 
thousands, and he hoped the house would not divest it of those 
protective proceedings which the rules had thrown around 
every such measure. He was in favor of extending every pri- 
vilege enjoyed by the old to the new states, but not at the ex- 
pense of the former. New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland 
had increased in population, and ought not to be deprived of 
any of their rights and privileges, and he entered his protest 
against it. The bill proposed a manifest act of injustice and he 
trusted would undergo the strictest scrutiny in the standing 
committee of the house. 

Mr. Carmichael remarked that the proposition of the chair- 
man of the judiciary committee, (Mr. Foster), was hastening 
the communication of the measure which Mr. C. firmly believ- 





ed would deprive the three states referred to of a portion f 
their just rights and privileges. The effect of it was 1 rh 
patch a judge, and not merely to merge a district. Its Objen 
was to sink the man named for the district of Maryland, M, 
C. was opposed to it because it was unjust, and more, becaus 
its design was not as expressed. He hoped the gentleman {;, 
Georgia would withdraw his motion. : 

Mr. Clay disavowed any personal feeling on the subje; 
When on the one hand, however, he was disposed to render 
Strict justice to other parts of the union, he stood then as the 
representative of Alabama, and gentlemen must not expec 
him to abandon her interests. 

Mr. Garland was convinced that the commitment of the bill 
to the judiciary committee would only tend to defeat or deja, 
it. His only object was to secure the action of the house, og 
this all-important subject. 

Mr. Cage adverted to the long withheld justice which i)j, 
house owed to the nw states. He moved the previous ques. 
tion, but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. Foster, who made explanatory remarks. He was gy. 
prised at the opposition which had been elicited by the simp 
motion which he had made. He avowed his intention of pro. 
posing certain amendments when the bill should come before 
the house. He then renewed, according to promise, the mo 
tion for the previous question. 

[Here a discussion ensued on the nature of the previog; 
question as applicable to the present case. Mr. Speight though 
the previous question would be the passage, but the chair dy. 
cided otherwise. } 


Sg Cage then withdrew the motion for the previous ques 
tion. 

Mr. Thomas again addressed the house. He viewed the bij 
in the light of an aitempt to destroy one of the worthy citizen; 
of Maryland. Justice had been denied to that state by the pro 
ceedings in this matter, and he demanded as one of her repre. 
sentatives, that it should be rendered to her. Mr. T. had pro. 
tested at the early part of the session and subsequently, again 
acting upon this subject, because -the facts were not fully in 
possession of the house, and he would appeal to the ehairman 
of the judiciary committee to say if he was acquainted with ail 
the circumstances involved, or had given the subject such an 
investigation as had put him in possessien of the principles of 
the bill. 

Mr. Barringer said, were it earlier in the session he wonid 
have no objection in gratifying the gentleman from Maryland, 
by committing this bill; but he was convinced it would be im- 
practicable to obtain the action of the house by this course: 
New Jersey, Delaware and North Carolina had very litte bu- 
siness, and Virginia not a great deal, and he was quite sure 
that the judges could perform the additional duties imposed 
under this bill. He was quite sure that neither the chief jus- 
tice nor judge Baldwin wouid feel themselves unable to dis- 
charge the burdens under this bill. Mr. B. referred to what 
fell from one of the gentlemen from Maryland, that the ad- 
voeates of the bill designed by it to destroy a distinguished 
citizen of Maryland, and Mr. B. disclaimed it for bimse'f, and 
hoped such a suggestion would have no influence there or 
elsewhere. He supported the bill because he believed the 
measure it embraced was required by the warts of the new 
States. He was convinced there was no necessity for sending 
the bill to the judiciary committee, which wouid only postpone 
it till too late for action. 


STATEMENT OF THE BANK OF THE UNITED STATES, FROM THE YEAR 1831 TO 1835, INCLUSIVE. 


Loans. Bilis. 


Totals. 


Funds in Europe. 


Specie. 
Due to bank. 


Nett circulation. 


1835. Aprill. 37,173,747 75 22,926,468 96 60,100,216 71 2,421,354 90 16,448,814 86 20,544,736 
1834 36,130,141 96 18,676,675 66 54,806,817 62 2,255,090 76 10,180,608 76 17,521,264 #9 
1833. “« « 41,574,206 29 22,749,723 50 64,323,929 79 3,942,019 53° 9,001,661 93 18,033,205 40 
1832, «« « 48,449,592 95 21,481,100 59 69,930,693 54 1,687,565 79° 7,029,310 61 21,360,465 00 
1a3l. “ & 43,742,458 32 14,725,923 30 58,468,380 62 180,339 86 12,485,609 61 


18,238,492 (0 


The preceding shews a wonderful degree of strength—the present circulation is 20,544,736, and the specie 


amounts to the enormous sum of $16,448,814! 


What a contrast does this afford when compared with the condi- 


tion of some of the state ‘‘rag-shops?’’—-seventy-five cents in specie on hand for every dollar in circulation—ané 


yet the circulation is very large! 


It may be observed, however, that the regular discounts exceed those of the /aat, or “‘panie” year, only in a million 


of dollars—but that the ‘‘bills” are upwards of four millions mo 


: 1 ) ! reater than at any former period. The po 
licy of this measure is manifest—it is to get, and to-hold, the funds of the bank in a condition to be collected more 
readily—as the bills are payable at their maturity; and a Fayetteville paper of the 7th says: 

‘“The bank of the United States has commenced the delicate and unpleasant duty of winding up the affairs of its office i 
this town. The reception of the order to that effect, on Tuesday last, produced quite a sensation, almost amounting to 4 p* 
nic. But it soon subsided, when it was understood that the order only contemplated the refusal to make any new discoun', 
and the very gradual reduction of the existing debt. Some inquiry into the subject has led us to the conclusion, that no embar- 
rassment will grow out of the winding up of the office, other than the withdrawal of the great facilities which it has afforded 
all parts of the state in the fiscal operations of the people. The debt is not large, and is scattered over the whole state, and !!8 
pe poorer extinction, which it is the object of this early commencement to make, will ensure its safety, and the convenience 
of the public. 

The fact is, that money is, at present, very plentiful; and the bank, (like all other banks or individuals), take! 
advantage of it, while preparing itself for the state of things whenever money ~ becomes scarce: and we shall 


be surprised, if, by this time next year, a greater sum is discounted on bills than in the regular way; as it will thus 
keep its funds at command, 
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